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they have to make the best use they can
of every bit Of daylight and, in do-
ing that, they sometimes overstep the
mark and damage is caused to other pro-
perties.

I have not had an opportunity to look
at the amendments suggested by the hon.
Mr. Jones, but if they are worth-while
I will be only too happy to assist in
getting them passed through the Com-
mittee stage. The Bill was recommended
by the tomato growers in Geraldbon. passed
on to Mr. Sewell, who in turn recom-
mended it to the Government, and it has
now been brought to this House. I sup-
port the second reading.

Question put end passed.
Bill read a second time.

House adjozzd at 11.27 p.m.

Itigistatinv Amrnhhlj
TUEsday, the 2n~d December, 1958.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

NORTH-WEST.
Details af Commonwealth Grant.

1. Mr. BRAND asked the Premier:
(1) On what date was the State Govern-

ment officially advised of the decision of
the Commonwealth Government to make
a special grant of £2,500,000 available for
development of the North-West?
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(2) What part of this grant had been
expended as at the 30th June, 1958?

(3) What amount will have been ex-
pended as at the 30th June1 1959?

(4) Has the State Government been
officially advised of the decision of the
Commonwealth Government to make avail-
able a further special grant of £2,500,000
for North-West development?

(5) Will this mean that from now on
£1,000,000 of Commonwealth money will
be available annually for North-West
development during the currency of the
special grant?

(6) Has the Slate Government agreed to
match the first Commonwealth grant
E for £ as foreshadowed by the Premier in
his statement broadcast by the A.B.C. news
service on the 28th November, 1957?

(7) What projects for use of the Com-
monwealth money have already been
submitted to and approved by the Com-
monwealth Government?

(8) Has work been started on any of
them, and, if so, what stage has been
reached in the construction of each of
them?

(9) What projects are under considera-
tion by the State Government for use of
the second grant of £2,500,000?

Mr. HAWKE replied;
(1) The 4th December, 1951.
(2) No expenditure at the 30th June,

1958.

(3) (a) Wyndham jetty .... 280.000
(b) Black Rock jetty at

Derby -_ ... - .. 60,000
(c) Surveys - Napier-

Broome Bay .. .... 3,000

Total ... £343,000

(4) Yes.
(5) A letter from the Prime Minister to

clarify the position has still to be received.
(6) This matter has yet to be decided.
(7) (a) Wyndham jetty;

(b) Black Rock jetty at Derby;
(c) Investigations in connection

with shipping facilities in
Napier-Broomne Bay.

(8) Yes.
(a) Preliminary work commenced

at Wyndham).
(b) Equipment and supplies being

assembled for shipment to
Wyndham.

(c) Further soundings have been
carried out both at Wyndham
and Black Rocks.

(9) A Cabinet sub-committee will be set
up in the near future following the receipt
of a clarifying letter from the Prime
Minister regarding the second Common-
wealth grant of £2,500,000.

SCHOOL BOOKS AND EQUIPMENT,
Free issue and Subsidies.

2. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What items of stationery, books and
articles of school use have been made
available free to school children of non-
Government schools since 1956?

(2) What has been the assessed cost of
this service during the past three years?

(3) What amount of money has been
paid by the department by way of sub-
sidising school equipment purchases for-

(a) Government schools;
(b) non-Government schools on the

Goldfields since 1956?
Mr. W. HEONEY replied:
(1) Free issues to non-Government

schools since 1958 are-
School pads and paper
Spelling books
High School magazine
School paper
Writing cards
Writing and exercise books
Art paper
Cutting out books.

(2) £49,700.
(3) (a) Subsidies paid to all Govern-

ment schools since the 1st Janu-
ary, 1956, to date-28,900.

(b) Subsidies paid to non-Govern-
ment schools on the Goldfields
since 1.956-E43.

No. 3. This Question was postponed.

NARROWS BRIDGE.
Northern Link Road.

4. Mr. BRAND asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What progress can be reported on
the provision of the northern link road
from the Narrows bridge as to-

(a) whether the road will pass
through a tunnel or an open-cut;

(b) the question of the retention or
otherwise of the old Barracks;

tc) the position which has been re-
vealed in regard to planning by
the origin and destination traffic
survey;

(d) the estimated cost of providing
the road and the likely cost of
property resumptions and ac-
quisitions for the purpose;

(e) when work is likely to commence
and the funds which have been
set aside for the road?

(2) At what cost and what properties
have been acquired to date along the
route of the proposed road by-

(a) negotiation and purchase;
(b) compulsory acquisition?
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(3) What are the details of and when
will action be taken to acquire the balance
of the properties required, having regard
to the fact that their situation directly
along the route of the proposed road
seriously militates against their negotia-
bility for sale or otherwise?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) to (e) There is as yet no

urgency about these matters, as it is ex-
pected that there will be adequate time
available to determine them after the
bridge over the Narrows is opened for traf-
fic. Nevertheless, investigations are pro-
ceeding towards a determination of the
various Points involved.

(2) Ca) A total of £11,200 has been paid
to date as the negotiated purchase
Drice for two properties each cost-
ing £5,600 and situated at No. 34
and No. 38 George Street, Perth.

(b) Nil to date.
(3) Further action regarding resump-

tion of properties along the Proposed line
of the switch road will take place as neces-
sary and when planning is further ad-
vanced. Any further acquisition of prop-
erty will necessarily follow agreement with
-the City Council regarding ways and means.

SUBURBAN COACHING TRAFFIC.
Reason for Operating Loss.

5. Mr. BRAND asked the Minister re-
'presenting the Minister for Railways:

What is the reason for the fact that the
,direct operating loss of suburban coach-
ing traffic for the year ended the 30th
June, 1958, at £537,223, was £8,308 greater
than that for the previous year although
855,513 more paying passengers were car-
ried during 1957-58 than in 1956-57?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
As interest and depreciation were not

included in the figure given for 1956-57, to
make the figure for the year 1957-58 com-
parable with that quoted for the year
1956-57 it is necessary to deduct an
lamount of £22,786 from the 1957-58
figure. Comparable figures then are as
:follows:-

1956-57, £528,915.
1957-58, £514,437.

PENSIONER MEDICAL SCHEME.
Statement by Minister.

6. Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Health:

Will he make a lull statement on the
pensioner medical scheme that will be im-
plemented as from the 1st January, 1959?

Mr. NULSEN replied:
The matter which is referred to by the

hon. member is concerned with amend-
ments to the National Health Act, which
is Commonwealth legislation.

Recently this Act was amended in the
Commonwealth Parliament in order to
assist contributors to registered hospital
and medical benefit organisations by pay-
ing benefits in respect of diseases or ail-
ments which are at present excluded from
benefits. These principally refer to
patients where the illness or disability was
in evidence at the time of joining, and
periods in excess of 70 days in each year
when fund benefit expires.

The effect of the amendment will be to
make available a total sum of 36s. per day
in respect of insured people who become
patients in our hospitals, except patients
in a benevolent home, convalescent home,
home for the aged, rest home, or an institu-
tion that provides accommodation princi-
pally for permanent patients.

The effect of these proposals on patients
in these homes and future admissions to
such homes and hospitals is now being
examined and it is expected that the
matter will be clarified and a decision
made at an early date.

LEAVING CERTIFICATE.

Number of Candidates, Passes, etc.

7. Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Education:

(1) How many State school students sat
for the Leaving Certificate in the years
1954-1958 inclusive?

(2) How many of the students passed in
each of these years with the exception
of the present year?

(3) How many of them sat for, and how
many passed in-

(a) Maths. A;
(b) Maths. B;
(c) Physics;
(d) Chemistry?

(4) Has the standard of examination
papers set for the above subjects in each
of the Years mentioned, remained fairly
constant, or has the standard been raised
or lowered in any year?

(5) In order to ensure that a certain
number of students pass if a paper is hard,
or that the number is restricted if the
paper is easy, is the pass mark in any of
the subjects mentioned adjusted upwards
or downwards according to how difficult
students find a paper?

(6) Is there any relationship at all be-
tween the number of students who pass
the Leaving and the number of first-year
students who can be accommodated at the
University?

(7) What is the maximum number of
first-year students who can be accom-
modated at the University in the respec-
tive faculties?
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Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
'The Education Department is not

responsible for the conduct of the public
examinations so the information requested
by the hon. member is not available from
the department. I am indebted, however.
to the Secretary of the Public Examina-
tions Hoard (which is controlled by the
University) for the answers following.

The Public Examinations Board does not
keep separate statistics for State and inde-
pendent schools. If the hon. member is
interested in the overall figures relating to
the Leaving Certificate Examination, they
are as follows:-

(1) and (2)-

Y. No. Sittin for INo. Passing
Iea Pull Con) fleate I Full Certificate

19541,021
1955 1,00
12e 1,280
107 1,462
195 1,705

(aprx.)

736
793
875

1,008

J1.t A Alaftu B F hysics Chemistry

Year K<<
1954 .... 776 467 564 306 17 '1 3 62 23
1055 86i 55 6071 4 13 687 414 386 2509
1u) 108 1 6 635 776348 271
1 97 Oi.. ,1479 001 83558 340
1958 .. .4 .. 110 .. ,1 7

(4) The standard of papers in these
subjects has remained fairly constant in
the years concerned.

(5) If necessary, some slight adjustment
may be made.

(6) No.
(7) This information is not available

through either the department or the
Public Examinations Hoard.

NORTH-WEST.
Onmlow Breakwater Wall.

8. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) When will wvork commence on the
proposed breakwater wall at Onslow?

(2) What is the estimated time for com-
pletion of the work?

(3) What arrangements are being made
to ensure that the wall is completed before
commencement of the cyclone season?

(4) Will two shifts be worked to enable
this to be achieved?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
(1) The contractor proposes to com-

mence during the first week in December.

(2) The contract stipulates a maximum.
period of 20 weeks for completion. The-
contractor expects to complete in a lesser:
period.

(3) The work cannot be completed be-
fore the commencement of the cyclone
season. Work will commence from the.
jetty abutment end and the weakest por-
tions will be protected in the early work.

(4) Provision is made in the contract to.
work two shifts, and this will be done if:
found practicable.

NEW UPPER KING BRIDGE.
Effect on Heavy Hauliers.

9. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Will the building of the new Upper
King bridge, Albany, be commenced early
in the new year, and what is the approxi-
mate date of commencement?

(2) If the answer to No. (1) is "Yes,"
will heavy hauliers be able to use the
existing bridge while the building of the
new bridge is in progress?

(3) If the answer to No. (2) is "No."
what will be the alternative route for
hauliers to use. and what extra mileages
.vi. they be forced to travel?
(4) If extra mileages have to be covered

by contract hauliers, what form of com-

pe s to wil e m ade to offset the loss
incurred by hauliers forced to travel extra
mileages and steeper grades?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
(1) Yes. February, 1959.
(2) Yes, provided the axle loads conform

with traffic regulations.
(3) and (4) Answered by No. (2).

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Enrolments for Electoral Districts.

10. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Justice:

(1) What were the respective enrolment
figures for each of the 50 Legislative AS-
sembly electoral districts at the end of
November, 1958?

(2) Which of these districts are now
either under or over the required electoral
quota?

Mr. NULSEN replied:
(1) Beeloo ... ..

Canning ... ..
Claremont... ..
Cottesloe .. ..
East Perth... ..
Fremantle
Guildford-Midland
Leederville ..
Maylands... ..
Melville
Middle Swan
Mt. Hawthorn ..
Mt. Lawley

12,687
13,761
9,064
9,245
8,290
9,016
9,677
9,168
9.896

11,827
10,656
12,250
11,901
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Nedlands ..
North Perth ..
South Fremantle ..
South Perth ..
Subiaco
Victoria Park
Wembley Beaches
West Perth
Albany ... ..
Avon Valley
Blackwood ..
Boulder
Bunbury ... ..
Collie
Dale ... ..
Darling Range _
Eyre ... ..
Geraldton ..
Greenough... ..
Harvey
Kalgoorlie
Katanning ..
Merredln-Yllgarn
Moore ..
Mt. Marshall
Murchison ..
Murray
Narrogin ..
Northani
Roe
Stirling
Toodyay ... ..
Vasse
Warren ... ..
Gascoyne
Kimberley... ..
Pilbara ... ..

(2) On the quotas as ascertained for the
last redistribution as published in the final
-report of the Electoral Commissioners in
"the "Government Gazette" of the 22nd
-August, 1955, and which still remain:-

(a) Districts 20 per cent. over quota-
Beelco.
Canning.
Melville.
Mt. Hawthorn.
Mt. tawley.
South Fremantle.
Wembley Beaches.
Bunbury.
Dale.

itb) District 20 per cent, under quota-
Murchison.

FRUIT-FLY.

Tests with Dipterex.
11. Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Have trials been made with an in-

secticide known as dipterex to test its
efficiency as a cover spray against fruit-
fly?

(2) If so, what were the results?
(3) Have any recommendations been

made by the department for the use of
dipterex for the control of fruit-fly?

9,038
8,459

11,453
10,134
9,126

10,348
15,627
7,737
5,929
4,875
4.852
4,324
6,345
4,898
6,211
5,062
4,i65
5,820
4,539
5,192
4,579
5,186
5,378
4,797
4,989
4,046
5,229
5,530
5 ,386
5,06
5,616
4,995
5,554
5,21D
1,733
1,18
1,403

Mr. HAWKE (for Mr. Kelly) replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The material killed maggots in

treated fruit.
(3) No. Dipterex is one of the newer

insecticides which, after appication, is
absorbed into the flesh of fruit, rendering
it toxic to fruit-fly maggots and various
other insects. The potentialities of this
material for fruit-fly control are being
investigated, but more detailed informa-
tion on the health hazards involved are
necessary before it can be recommended
for general use. This aspect of the prob-
lem is being discussed with the Depart-
ment of Public Health.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.

Effect of Policy Changes.
12. Mr. WAITS asked the Minister for

Lands:
(1) Referring to questions replied to on

Friday, the 28th November, will he now
give details of the changes made and re-
ferred to in part (2) of question No. 11,
and also state what effect such changes
have on the settler concerned?

(2) Regarding part (6) of question No. 11I
(the 28th November), what Justification
exists in statute or regulation for the
fluctuation of commitments with the prices
of products?

Mr' HAWKE (for Mr. Kelly) replied:
(1) The changes made to conform to

lower prices for primary products are that
it now requires 1,000 sheep in the fat
lamb areas and 1.200 sheep in the wool-
growing areas, to meet normal leasehold
full commitments. Therefore the lessee is
affected to the extent that at all levels
embraced within the assessment schedule,
concesslonal commitments are lower.

(2) The assessment policy is not subject
to statute or regulation. It is based on
agreement between the Commonwealth and
State Ministers, for the purpose of grant-
ing concessional commitments on proper-
ties that have not yet reached establish-
ment.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND
STEEL INDUSTRY.

Transfer to Private Company.
13. Mr. BRAND asked the Premier:
Having regard to-

()the following statement by the
Deputy Premier in the issue of the
"South-Western Times", Bunbury,
on the 30th September. 1958-

It was also stated that the
State Government may hand
over the establishment of a
charcoal iron industry in W.A.
to a British firm, which would
control the Wundowie project
and set up the industry at Bun-
bury or Collie.
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Directors of the British firm
are reported as saying they
could take this industry in their
stride, needing only assured
markets.

Mr. Tonkin said that if
British private enterprise was
prepared to finance the develop-
ment of a charcoal iron indus-
try, the State would withdraw
application for a licence.

(b) his (the Premier's) statement in
the issue of the "Daily News" of
the 17th September, 1958, that it
was unlikely that Cabinet approval
would be given to the company
taking over the Wundowie char-
coal iron plant, and

(c) the statement by the Deputy Pre-
mier in the issue of "The West
Australian" of Friday, the 28th
November, that "he expected
representatives of a charcoal iron
industry to arrive in Perth with-
in the next few days to inspect
potential here,"

will be inform me-
(a) whether the representatives referred

to are from the same company as -referred
to by the Deputy Premier;

(b) whether a decision has yet been
made on the sale of the Wundowle char-
coal iron and steel industry?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) No.

AGRICULTURAL HIGH SCHOOLS.

Shortage of Accommodation.
14. Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the

minister for Education:
(1) Was he correctly reported in "The

West Australian" of Friday, the 28th
November, as stating that there is no
school shortage?

(2) How does this apply to agricultural
education when there are so many more
applicants than vacancies?

(3) How does he reconcile the reduction
of sudents at the Narrogin agricultural
wing from 80 to 48 with the rapid growth of
the agricultural areas stated by the Direc-
tor of Agriculture to represent an increase
during the last decade from 15,200,000 to
22,800,000 acres, with an increase in es-
tablished Pastures from 2,500,000 to
6,400,000 acres, together with the possibility
of expanding the area sown to cereals by
2,000,000 acres?

Mr. W. HEGNEY replied:
(1) I made no statement using the

words referred to.
(2) There are more applicants than

vacancies for Places in agricultural high
schools, but until the selection committee
meets it will not be known how many
Qiualify for entry.

(3) Although the number of places has
decreased from 80 to 60 at Narrogin (not
48 as stated in the question), there are 170
places in the four residential agricultural
schools, an increase of 90 in the last de-
cade.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMSSION.

Charges for Domestic and Power Supplies.
15. Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister

for Works:
What Is the amount charged for domes-

tic lighting and power to householders
with 500. 750, 1,000, 1,250, 1,500, 1,750,
2,000 square feet of basic area by the State
Electricity Commission, in-

(a) metropolitan area;
(b) country areas;

for each 20, 40, 50. 100, 250, 500, 750, 1,000.
1,250, 1,500 and over, units of electricity
consumed in a period of three months?

Mr. TONKIN replied:
The amount charged for electricity used

by a domestic consumer in one quarter in
the metropolitan area Is as follows:-

(a) For house with basic area 500 sq.
ft*

20 units
40 units
50 units

100 units
250 units
500 units
'750 units

1,000 units
1,250 units
1,500 units

£s.
10
12
15

1 6
2 19
5 14
8 9

11 4
14 0
16 15

d.
0

10

9
10
1
3

(b) For house with basic area 750 sq.
ft .

20
40
50

100
250
500
750

1,000
1,250
1,500

units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

(e) For house with basic
ft.-

20
40
50

100
250
500
750

1,000
1,250
1,500

units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

£6 s.
10
14
16

3 0
5 15
8 11

11 6
14 1
16 16

d.
0
2
5
5
7
9
0
2
5
7

area 1,000 sq.

E s. d.

16 2
18 5

19 5
3 2'7
5 17 9
8 13 0

11 8 2
14 3 5

... 16 18 7

255D
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(d) For house with basic area 1,250 sq.
ft.;-

£ s. d.
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

(e) For house with
ft.:-

.... .... 11 1

.... .... 18 2
10 5
1 11 5
3 47

.. ... 5 19 9
8 15 0

1110 2
.... .... 14 5 5

17 0 7

basic area 1,500 sq.

E s. d.
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

(f) For house with
ft.:-

units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

<g) For house with
ft.:-

1
1

14

17

11
0
2

13
6
1

17
12
.7
2

basic area 1,750 sq.

C s. d.
11 1

12 2
14 5
1

6
8

.... .... 14
1 ... .... 17

15
8
3

19
14
9
4

basic area 2,000 sq.

£ s. d.
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

1
1
I
3
6
9

11
2
5

18
9
5

1
2
9
9

20
40
50

100
250
500
750

1,000
1,250
1,500

.. .. 11 15 6 (1), (2) and (3) Inquiries now in pro-

.. .. 14 10 9 gress are expected to be concluded when
17 5 11 the vessel returns to Fremantle.

The amount charged for electricity used
by a domestic consumer in one quarter In
the South-West power system area is as
follows:-

£ s. d.
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units
units

2
4
8

11
15
18
22

12
4

10
13
18
.7

16
5

14
3

2
4
5

10
10
9
9
8

(4) (a) No.
(b), (c), (d) and (e) See answer to (a).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.

SNAKE BITE ANTIDOTES.
Hospital Stocks and Effective Life.

1. Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Are all Government hospitals in
Western Australia required to have immedi-
ately available adequate quantities of anti-
dotes for the treatment of victims of snake
bites?

PENSIONER FLATS.
Rentals at West Perth.

16. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) What rent will have to be paid by a
pensioner couple for a flat at the corner
of Hay and Coiin-sts., West Perth.

(2) Upon death of either of the pen-
sioners, what will the rent be reduced to?

Mr. GRAHAM replied;
(1) Rent to a couple both receiving the

pension and no other income is £1 3s.
weekly.

(2) Eleven shillings per week.

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
"Koclarna" Mishap and Changes in Design.

17. Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
(1) With reference to the photograph in

"The West Australian" of the 18th Novem-
ber, 1958, over the words "Icoolama's
Second Mishap," are there any particular
reasons why the mishap occurred?

(2) Is it in any way related to peculiar-
ities of the vessel?

(3) Have all the initial problems in con-
nection with the vessel been overcome?

(4) (a) Was there any major change
from the original design of the
vessel either before or during
the course of construction?

(b) If so, were these changes under-
taken on the advice of the
builders, the Government's pro-
fessional advisers, or for any
other reason?

(c) What was the nature of these
changes in design and the
reasons for same?

(d) Did the builders or the Govern-
ment's advisers raise any objec-
tions to these changes in design?

(e) If so, what were their objections?
Mr. HAWKE replied:
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(2) What steps are taken, and whose
responsibility is it, to ensure that such
antidotes have not lost their potency
because of the passage of time?

(3) What is the effective life of such
antidotes?

Mr. NULSEN replied:

(1) Hospitals are expected to maintain
stocks.

(2) It is the matron's responsibility, in
country hospitals, to ensure that stoks
have not passed the expiry date.

(3) Two years.

PENSIONER MEDICAL SCHEME.
Free Hospitalisation Period.

2. Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Health:

Following his answer to question No. 6
on the notice paper, did he not leave out
of his reply the fact that the pensioners'
28-day free hospitalisation period, which
they enjoy now, is to be discontinued as
from January, 1959?

Mr. NULSEN replied:
Unconsciously, I did leave that point out

of my answer. However, they have the
option now of joining a hospital benefit
fund. We are assisting in that direction,
and we feel it is only' fair that the 28-day
free hospitalisation period should he left
out; but in case of difficulty in meeting the
charge, it will be written off.

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

Tabling of Report for 1957-58.

3. Mr. IIEARMAN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

When will the report of the Western
Australian Government Railways for 1057-
58 be available?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
I shall ask the Minister for Railways

about this matter, and will supply the
-answer to the hon. memiber.

NORTH-WEST.

Details of Commonwealth Grant.
4. Mr. BRAND asked the Treasurer:

Replying to part (9) of the question I
asked today as to what projects are under
consideration by the State Government for
the use of the second Commonwealth grant
of £2,500,000, the Treasurer said-

A Cabinet sub-committee will be set
up in the near future following the
receipt of a clarifying letter from the
Prime Minister regarding the second
Commonwealth grant of £2,500,000.

As it has been published that that com-
mittee has teen set up and is now at work,
is the Treasurer in receipt of the Prime

Minister's clarifying letter? If so. what
are the conditions laid down in that
letter?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
No letter has yet been received from the

Prime Minister in this matter. The Cabi-
net sub-committee referred to in the
answer has been set up. it will meet this
week. Among other things which the sub-
committee will consider is whether an ap-
proach will be made to the Commonwealth,
Government for permission to use the!
whole, or part of the second £2,500,000.
south of the Kimberley areas. As the
Leader of the Opposition knows, the Com-
monwealth Government laid down in re-
gard to the first £2,500,000 that the whole
amount should be expended north of the
20th parallel; in other words, in the
Kimberley areas.

After the sub-committee has considered
this question as to whether the Common-
wealth Government should be asked to
allow the whole or some of the second
£2,500,000 to be spent south of the Kim-
berleys, it will make a recommendation to
the State Government. Doubtless it will
recommend some works to be submitted
to the Commonwealth Government for
approval under the second £2,500,000.

However, before any final decisions are
made by the State Cabinet, we will have
received a letter from the Prime Minister
by way of clarification. All the State
Government knows officially about the
second £2,500,000 is that the Prime Min-
ister made an announcement during the
election campaign about the matter, and
the Government has also received a brief
telegram in reference to it.

LEAVING AND JUNIOR CERTIFICATES.

Record of Students Sitting for
Examinat ions.

5. Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Education:

(1) In reply to a question today as to
what was the record of State school stu-
dents who sat for the Leaving Certificate
in certain years, the Minister gave the
information that the Education Depart-
ment, not being responsible for that, had
no advice along those lines. In view of
the fact that recently the department
stated that the number of students taking
the Leaving Certificates had now exceeded
the number taking that examination from
the private schools, does he not think it
strange that he has given the answer to
which I have just referred, to the effect
that the department, in fact, keeps no
records of the number of students sitting.
for that examination?

(2) Will he ensure in future that aL
record of the number of students sitting
for both the Junior and Leaving examina-
tions is kept by the Education depart-
ment?
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Mr. W. HEGNEY replied: INDUSTRY (ADVANCES) ACT
(1) It has not occurred to me as being

strange.
(2) If the hon.

of his question I
investigated and
details as I can.

member will give notice
shall have the position
furnish him with such

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL.
Consideration during Present Session.

6. Mr. BRAND asked the Premier:
Does the Government intend to drop the

Local Government Hill during this session?

Mr. HAWKE replied:
It is almost certain the Government will

not ask hon. members to consider the
Local Government Bill any further this
year. The Legislative Council has made
about 160 amendments to the Bill; in addi-
tion, the local government organisations
in Western Australia have retained the
services of Mr. Gifford of Melbourne, who
has some claim to being an expert, or
something of that kind, on local govern-
ment matters in Victoria. Part of Mr.
Gifford's report on our Local Government
Bill has been submitted to the local govern-
ment organisations in Western Australia.
I do not know when the balance of his
report will be available. However, most of
the local government authorities in this
State will wish to study the full report of
Mr. Gifford very carefully before reaching
any conclusions.

I should think before that stage is
reached, the next session of the State Par-
liament will be about to begin. It will
therefore appear to be not desirable, in all
the circumstances, Particularly from the
point of view of the local government
authorities in this State, to have further
attention given, during this session, to the
Local Government Bill which is now before
Parliament.

PARLIAM1ENTARY SUPERANNUA-
TION FUND.

Meeting of Members.

Mr. HAWKE: With your permission, Mr.
Speaker, I would like to say that a meeting
of both Houses will be held in this Cham-
ber at 6.45 p.m. today to consider proposals
for the amendment of the Parliamentary
Superannuation Act.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
(RESUMPTION OF LAND)
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Returned from the Council with amend-
mnents.

AMENDMENT BILL.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th November.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) (4.59]: This
Bill seeks to amend the Industries Assist-
ance Act of 1947, which was initiated by
the then Premier, the Eon. 1). R. McLarty,
the present hon. member for Murray. On
the Rural and Industries Hank being
established, one of its functions was to
become the agent of the Government in
rendering financial assistance previously
made available by the Treasurer under
the Industries Assistance Act.

Section 24 of the Act authorised the
Treasurer to grant assistance to any person
engaged in the mining or other industry.
who could satisfy him that in the inter-
ests of the State, such assistance should
be given, and that it was not practicable
for the applicant to obtain the required
assistance through ordinary channels ex-
cept with the financial assistance fr3m the
Treasury.

By Section 5 of the Rural and Industries
Bank Act, 1944, Section 24 of the Industries
Assistance Act was repealed. Certain
machinery provisions were embodied in
the Rural and Industries Bank Act which
it was thought gave the Treasurer the right
to grant assistance that he had previously
exercised under the Industries Assistance
Act. The powers of the Treasurer in this
respect have been queried, and the officers
of the Crown Law Department at that
time agreed that there was no doubt as
to whether the Rural and Industries Bank
Act gives the required authority. To over-
came the difficulty, approval was sought in
1947 to pass the Industries Assistance Bill.
In addition to authorising the Treasurer
to do what it was thought he had power
to do under the Rural and Industries Act.
the Bill validates any assistance given by
the Treasurer since the announcement of
the legislation.

I have given that history because this
Bill seeks to do two things, as the Minister
for Agriculture mentioned last Friday. One
is to validate Past actions; and the other
is to give the Government power to make
advances to or to guarantee any industry,
or any activity, whether related to indus-
try or not, as long as it is considered by
the Treasurer to be worthy of assistance.
This Bill is a most important one. It was
brought down last Friday, and I secured
the adjournment of the debate. As hon.
members will realise, it is difficult for a
country member, during the week-end, to
accomplish all the research he should in
regard to any particular measure that
comes before this House.

Since looking at this Bill, I feel that the
Government should defer it until such
time as we can have the opportunity of
examining it fully with a view to gettinq
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certain am~endments placed on the notice
paper so that they can be fully discussed
in Committee. To my mind, the Bill gives
the Treasurer a blank cheque. It gives
him the opportunity to guarantee advances
to all manner of different things-if I can
use the word "things."

As the Treasurer well knows, ofteni
these guarantees that are given come
home to roost. When the proposition was
originally submitted to the Treasurer, it
looked bright, but ultimately failed. There-
fore, I suggest to the Treasurer-who will.
no doubt, in the absence of the Minister.
be handling the reply-that he give me
time to look into this Bill more fully with
a view to submitting certain adinendinents,
because we are prepared to support the
measure so far as it seeks to validate past
actions of the Treasurer.

I might mention that in the principal
Act. Section '7 deals with the past actions
of the Treasurer up to the time of the
passing of the Industry (Advances) Bill,
No. 53of 1947. Therefore I believe that
the matter of facilitating the validity of
past actions would be quite simple.

As the Minister for Agriculture men-
tioned in his second reading speech, the
Prudential Assurance Co. Ltd. agreed to
take the Government's guarantee for
E250,000 to assist in the building of Canter-
bury Court. Certain negotiations have
taken place, and agreements were entered
into in all1 good faith initially by the Treas-
urer with the assurance company and the
proprietors or the executive officers of
Canterbury Court Pty. Ltd. We should by
some means support that proposition be-
cause it has Proceeded too far for it to be
wiped out altogether. On that basis the
proposition entered into by the Treasurer,
the Prudential Assurance Co., and
Canterbury Court should be supported by
some amendment in this particular Bill.

Another point that the Minister men-
tioned in his speech was the necessity at
times-and quite often for that matter-
to guarantee various statutory boards.
such as the wheat and oats pool. It would
also apply to the potato trust and various
other concerns of a like nature. There-
fore, although there is no reference to the
matter in the parent Act, certain clarifica-
tions should be included to guarantee that
the Treasurer is in order in granting or
guaranteeing advances to certain statu-
tory boards.

We as an Opposition are not prepared to
support the principle of the guarantee pro-
vision being extended on an unlimited
front. The majority of hon. members in
this Chamber would, I believe, agree on
the point that we in this State have not
the finances to guarantee any type of con-
cern that the Government is by this Bill
trying to write into the Principal Act.

For the information of some hon.
members, I might mention, although the
Minister made it perfectly clear, that the

Government at the moment wants to
amend the long title to add, after the
word "Industry" the words "or any other
activity." It is for that reason that I
believe more thought should be given
to this Bill before we consider it in Com-
mittee. I, as a country member, would like
the opportunity of submitting to the
Parliamentary Draftsman my ideas on the
Bill in order that when we are in Com-
mittee we can debate the subject more
fully, So I appeal to the Premier to defer
the Committee stage until, at least,
tomorrow. I support the measure in
general, but on the condition that the
Premier will agree to allow me the privilege
of discussing it with the Parliamentary
Draftsman.

THE HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling)
15.111: 1 support the second reading of
the measure. I have had a look at the
parent Act, which the Bill seeks to re-
place,' and I am satisfied that the observa-
tions which the hon. member for Bunbury
has just made, have some substance. It
is obvious that we must, without any
hesitation, agree to validate anything
that has been done in good faith
under the parent Act; and we must,
undoubtedly, agree to make certain that
the transactions entered into by the
Government in regard to Canterbury Court
are also carried into effect.

The intention of the parent Act, as I
see it, is to permit of a guarantee being
given in cases where production is intended,
or is likely to result. I feel that the Canter-
bury Court proposition does not come
within that category. Presumably that is
why the doubt has arisen in the mind of
the Prudential Assurance Co., and among
Crown Law authorities. Nevertheless, I am
convinced that the transaction was entered
into in complete good faith, and therefore
we should, without hesitation, agree to
validate it.

It is questionable to my mind, though.
whether the general power to guarantee
accounts of this nature should, in the
future, be extended to proposals which are
outside the provisions of the parent Act.
I think that, in matters of this kind, some
restriction ought to be placed on the
guarantees that can be entered into with-
out the consent of Parliament.

If that is what the hon. member for
Bunbury means, when he talks about
amendments to the Bill, I should be only
too happy to consider what he brings
forwvard. For the time being I support the
second reading of the measure.

THE HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Premier
-Northam) [5.13]: I readily give the
assurance sought by the hon. member for
Bunbury, more particularly as the Minister
in charge of the Bill has not returned from
his visit to the country districts with the
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Grants Commission, and therefore, the
Committee stage will not be taken until
tomorrow.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1958-59.

In Committee of Supply.
Debate resumed from the 28th Septem-

ber on the Treasurer's Financial State-
ment and on the Annual Estimates, Mr.
Heal in the Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, E9,675:

MR. MAY (Collie) [5.141: Before mak-
ing some comments on the coalmining
industry, I want to have a few words on
the Estimates generally. I notice that
provision is included in the Estimates for
unemployment relief, the amount being
£100,000, which is an increase of £11,041
over the previous year. I was rather
staggered to learn that unemployment re-
lief should be a responsibility of the
State, because I thought it was a Common-
wealth matter. I do not know why the
State should have to meet such a huge
commitment and so relieve the Common-
wealth Government to the extent of the
amount mentioned. There may be some
explanation; but, on the face of it,
it is difficult to know why such a large
amount should have to come out of the
State funds for unemployment relief when
that particular item is supposed to be
under the direction of the Commonwealth
Government.

Another matter I wish to refer to is the
MeNess Housing Trust. I notice that
£:20,000 appears in the Estimates under
this heading. I ask that greater considera-
tion be given, than has been given hither-
to, to McNess houses in the country. I
do not know whether, in other country
towns, there are McNess houses similar to
those in Collie. The ones in Collie ore
in a poor smate of repair, and I urge that
a portion of the £20,000 be directed to
country centres for the purpose of repair-
ing houses that have already been built.

I notice that there Is an estimated in-
crease in connection with the Collie grain
distillery. Last year the expenditure was
only £290, whereas this year it is estimated
to be E1,250. I do not know whether this
means it is anticipated that some industry
will be starting there, but I can only hope
that that is the position.

I wish to say a few words regarding the
Public Trust Office, which is doing a par-
ticularly fine job. I know from experience
that the work of the office has increased
considerably over the years: yet, according
to the Estimates, the vote is to be de-
creased by an amount of only £4. 1 was
hopeful, in view of the extra work being

done and in justice to the people who are
in charge of the office, that a large in-
crease would have been made.

Getting on to the coalmining industry,
the first thing I should do is to pull the
hon. member for Dale out of the morass
into which he got himself when he asked
some questions concerning the True case.
On the 21st October, he asked the Minister
for Labour these questions-

(1) Is the notice to the effect that
"anyone caught discussing the 'True

case' will be dealt with under Rule 61
(b)' posted at the mines at Collie by
the Coal Miners' Union still openly
displayed?

(2) Is the following the correct
wording- of the rule in question:-

Any member who by wilful act,
statement or distribution of un-
signed literature does anything
which tends to cause disunity, dis-
content or discomfort among
members may be fined £2 by the
Delegate Board or be dealt with
under the provisions of Section 177
of the Industrial Arbitration Act?

(3) Is the following the correct
wording of the section of the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act referred to:-

The Court may, on the applica-
tfon of any industrial union or
association, order that any mem-
be-r thereof shall cease to be a
me mber as from a date and for 'a
period to he named in the order,
or that any union represented on
an association shall cease to be so
represented from such a date for
such a period?

(4) Does this not constitute an ap-
parently flagrant attempt to stifle free
discussion of a case which has been
openly ventilated before the Supreme
Court of Western Australia?

(5) Is It correct that Mr. True was
expelled fromn the union for refusing
to pay a strike levy and that although
the Supreme Court found in his favour
in an action for damages he, not now
being a me.mber of the union, is still
unable to secure employment in the
coal industry?

(6) Would a member expelled from
the union for discussing the True Case
be able to remain employed in the
coal industry?

(7) In view of the provisions of the
Industrial Arbitration Act for the dis-
allowance of rules which are "tyran-
nical or oppressive," what action has
the Government taken to have this
rule cancelled?

The answer to that formidable list of
nuestiona asked by the hon. member for
Dale is quite simple. Apparently, when
making his inquuiries, the hen. member did
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not take the trouble to find out that 61 (a)
of the rules had been deleted and that
61 (b) had been moved up to take the
place of 61 (a). The hon. member for
Dale was led up the garden path by an
article published in the "News Weekly"
which, I understand, is the official organ
of the Democratic Labour Party.

Mr. Wild: That is your story.

Mr. MAY: That is what I am given to
understand. It is possible that I, t6o, have
been led up the garden path in the same
way as the bon. member for Dale. How-
ever, I think I should clarify the matter
by reading a letter which was published
by the Collie Miners' Union as a result of
the questions asked by the hon. member.
The letter reads--

In the July 30th issue of "News
Weekly", the official organ of the
Democratic Labour Party, there ap-
peared an article headed "Gestapo
Unionism", the item commenced with
the words "anyone caught discussing
the True Case will be dealt with under
rule 61 (b)", it then went on to say
that a notice to this effect was Posted
by the Collie Miners Union at mines
in the Collie district.

That is where the hon. member for Dale
got his rule 61 (b),* and why he jumped
off on the wrong foot. The letter goes
on-

This article follows the usual line
of slanderous untruths that this paper
revels in. As apparently some people
are prone to believe its assertions, we
would like to tell the truth on this
matter.

Some people, for the purpose of
creating disunity, spread a rumour
amongst members of the Miners' Union
that approaches had been made to
True by the Miners' Union Executive
to effect a cash settlement with him,
two members of the union requested
the right to lay complaints about this
matter to the Miners Union Delegate
Board. After considerable discussion
the following appeared on the Dele-
gate Board Minutes, "We, the Execu-
tive and Delegate Board, emphatically
deny that there has been any approach
to make settlement with W. True out-
side the Court. Any person circulating
this rumour will be dealt with under
Rule 61 (a)."

That puts a different complexion on the
whole matter and on the questions asked
by the hon. member. He was barking up
the wrong tree; and I thought it only fair,
when making some remarks on the coal-
mining industry at Collie, to pull the hon.
member out of the trouble that he was in
so that he could start off once again on
both feet with any references he might
wish to make on the coalmnining industry.

Mr. Wild: Can you tell me when the
unions down there are going to obey the
court order and give this man his job
back?

Mr. MAY: It is not up to the union;
it is up to the company to do that.

Mr. Hawke: The union did not employ
him.

Mr. MAY: I hope the hon. member will
make sure what he is doing in future
when discussing such things.

Mr. Hawke: True!
Mr. MAY: I respectfully suggest to the

hon. member for Dale that he be more
careful about his facts in the future, and
I hope he will accept my fatherly advice
in the spirit in which it is given.

As regards the coalmining industry
generally at Collie, the new coal agreement
was signed in September, 1956, and this
has meant a saving to the Government of
this State of approximately £500,000 per
annum. The conditions under which
Amalgamated Collieries are at present
working has meant that saving to the
State. At the time the agreement was
signed, some men were displaced because
there was a rearrangement of staff in the
mines; but I am happy to say that since
then all those who wanted to work in the
mines have been re-engaged, and at the
moment very few men who were working
in the industry are not working in it now-
I am not talking of those who desired to
make their own arrangements.

Wvhen Amalgamated Collieries signed the
agreement, it intimated that it was in a
position to supply all the coal required.
The company's allocation was 500,000 tons
a year for three years, but it said that it
could supply all the coal required from its
deep mines. As a consequence it closed its
open-cut mine as from the end of 1956.
Towards the end of March, 1958, the com-
pany issued instructions to Close four of
its deep mines and gave as its reason a
shortage in the amount of coal produced.
The company said that it could not keep
up production to supply the 600,000 tons
required of It per annum.

However, by an injunction of the court,
the company was forced to keep its mines
open; and in the meantime, a conference
was called between the Mines Department,
the company concerned, and the unions
within the industry, for the purpose of dis-
cussing ways and means to bring the output
up to the required level of 25,000 tons per
fortnight. The company, and the unions
within the industry, were asked to put for-
ward suggestions as to ways in which they
considered the output could be improved.

in accordance with the determination of
the conference, the union, in conjunction
with its various branches throughout the
mines in the district of Collie, drew up
rea sons which they considered were causing
a decrease in output from the deep mines.
I propose to read some of those reasons,
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because they are rather interesting and
will serve a useful purpose at a later stage
of the speech which I am now making.

The first one concerns the co-operative
Mine, which Is almost the biggest producer
on the field; and under the item of main-
tenance of machinery the union had this
to say-

Due to shortage of fitting staff the
machinery is in a very poor condition
and when breakdowns occur between
one hour and one hour and a half has
elapsed before the fitters reach the
machinery.
"C" Section Mine.

Shuttle car in this section has been
idle up to 1i hours daily due to no
brake fluid and a faulty master
cylinder. The driver of this machine
has sent for the fitter four or five times
a shift to have the brakes bled, and
every 2nd or 3rd trip he would have
to hose water on the brakes discs to
stop them catching fire. This practice
went on for months.
Inspection of Machinery.

The management notified the
Miners' Union that an inspection of
the machinery would be carried out
each pay week-end and he would over-
haul machinery pay week-ends, this
has not been carried out due to major
repairs being necessitated, and also due
to a shortage of fitters at the mine.
Not enough spare parts available for
the machines, the practice adopted Is
to take parts of a working machine
and leave that machine idle.

The fitting shop where the repairs
arc carried out underground are too
far from the working faces. This has
the effect of a lot of the fitters' time
is spent in walking in order to repair
the machinery. There is no under-
standing between the central workshop
and the mine management because the
repairs are not carried out speedily
enough, which means the machines are
idle too long.

These matters I am reading out have
all had a deleterious effect on the produc-
tion of coal. To continue-

Belting-. There is about 1.000 tons
of side coal laying alongside the belts
which pushes the belts off the rollers
and also tears the belting and the pres-
sure on the belting breaks the joints.
The belt has been known to break up
to five times a shift. The bearing
burnt out two weeks ago on No. 3 drive
head, due to side coal.

Labour shortage: There is a short-
age of labour at this mine, top paid
experienced miners are performing
working a drive head and along the
belts which is unskilled work. The
coal that has fallen off the main belt
is higher than the belt itself. No men
are employed cleaning along the belts

which has the effect that the belts
are breaking and burning and caus-
ing extra strain on all the joints. The
position has become such that the
superintendent issued the union with
an ultimatum on Tuesday last, 25th
March, that if men were not provided
to work overtime to remove this coal
within 24 hours, all production at the
face would stop in order that coal
along the belts could be shovelled onto
the belt. The union had to agree to
do the work on overtime, otherwise
producti'on at the coal faces would
stop,

Bogging of shuttle cars and loaders:
"B" section has been known to stop
from 10.30 am, to 6.30 p.m. due to
no maintenance on the travelling roads
and the machinery becoming bogged.
This is a general condition which ap-
plies to all parts of the mine. It is
to be found that the wheel ruts are
too deep causing the shuttle cars to
bed. The water is sometimes a foot
deep which splashes on the electrical
parts causing the shuttle cars to shock,
which means that the men cannot con-
tinue to drive the cars, thus produc-
tion is lost.

Ref erence is then made to methods of
timbering, ventilation and side coal,

All this is applicable to the Stockton
mine, to the Ewinglon mine, and to the
Neath mine at Cardiff. As a result of all
that,' loss of Production naturally occurred:
and it is most unfortunate that the blame
should have been laid at the door of the
miners-the workers themselves--for the
loss of this production. How could they
work while all those things were taking
place in respect of the machinery? We
found that experienced miners were being
taken off the coal face to do other work;
and, as a consequence, production naturally
must fall. That is the cause of the loss
of production in the deep mine over which
the conference was called; and those are
the reasons, in the opinion of the union,
for the loss of production.

These are factual cases and are general
throughout the pits. If we must have
mechanisation, then the machines should
receive continuous and efficient attention.
Whenever coal production at the face
stops, the output must suffer. Miners are
continually being blamed for loss of pro-
duction; but how can they maintain pro-
duction when the machinery is constantly
idle and out of repair? How ridiculous
it would be for members of the union to
drop production in the deep mines and
thus give the company a good argument
for reopening the open cut, particularly
when the policy of the union is not to en-
courage open-cut coal, but to promote
deep-mine coal wherever possible.

I make those comments because I think
the men in the Industry have been badly
maligned. There is no doubt that loss of
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production has been due entirely to in-
efficient management, and loss of time has
been caused by neglect of the machinery
in use. I hope the explanation I have
given In connection with this matter will
dispel any views hon. members in this
Chamber might have in connection with
an alleged darg by the miners' union; I
hope it will show hon. members that this
allegation is a complete myth.

The men in the industry are only too
pleased to work full time to keep the in-
dustry going. There is no suggestion of a
darg on the output of coal, and the reason
for the decrease in deep-mine production
has been due entirely to the methods under
which they are working the machinery; it
is in no way due to the non-co-operation
of the men in the industry.

The men have been blamed for all the
repeated upsets that have been caused in
the industry; but, as I have said before,
no charge can be levelled against them
whatever, because anything of that
nature is against their policy, and one
would hardly expect them to place a darg
on the output of coal when it is not the
policy of the union. I think peace and
harmony could be obtained in the coal-
mining industry by closer co-operation and
understanding between the coalmining
companies and their employees.

Years ago, when the industry was under
the control of the late Mr. R. 0. Lynn,
there was little or no misunderstanding.
Whenever a difference of opinion did arise,
Mr. Lynn was big enough to meet it. He
would immediately go to Collie and discuss
the situation with the men and the officials
of the company. There were very few
occasions indeed when he would fail to
obtain a solution. In this regard I think
Mr. Lynn might be considered as one of
the great men of the State. He possessed
the human touch, which is so necessary
when dealing with men in a heavy industry
such as coalmining. He was a great man
and possessed great understanding; he was
not afraid to meet the men and discuss
their problems with them.

Since that time, however, a gulf has been
established between the employers and the
employees, and this has created great
suspicion on both sides. Managers and
officials have been brought into the indus-
try from the Eastern States and overseas.
These people do not understand the geo-
logical conditions of the Collie coalfields,
which conditions are not to be found in
any other part of the world. There are
men in Collie who have been born in the
industry. They studied for managerial and
other posts; and though they acquired the
necessary certificates, they have been
passed over by the companies, and the
posts have been filled by outsiders.

That factor itself is sufficient to widen
the gulf that exists between the employers
and the employees. The most successful
superintendents and managers of the mines

in Collie are those who have been brought
up in the industry from the time they left
school-men who have sat for the exami-
nations and gained their certificates. They
were successful because they understood
the nature and the formation of the
geological conditions at Collie, which are
peculiar to Collie alone. They understood
the men, because they worked with them
for years; they understood their psycho-
logy. Because of this they were appointed
to official posts: and, because these men
were born in the industry, and reared in
it from the bottom to the top, they proved
to be the most successful superintendents
and managers that the coalmines in Collie
have had.

Hon, members will appreciate the posi-
tion that will obtain by bringing men in
from the Old Country, or the Eastern
States, to take over the management of the
mines at Collie, where the conditions are
entirely different from those that obtain in
any other part of the world. Apart from
that, it was very necessary to understand
the psychology of the men, and this could
only be done by working with them over
the years. Unfortunately, however, those
men to whom I have referred as being suc-
cessful managers and superintendents have
retired, and their places have been filled by
strangers who do not know the men in
the industry; who do not know the in-
dustry itself, or the geological conditions
that obtain; and who, as a consequence,
have not been able to bring their ideas to
work successfully in the Collie miines.

I have repeatedly said in this House that
the Collie miner desires nothing more than
to be allowed to go to his daily work; and,
when that is completed, to return to his
family and home. The work he performs
below is far from congenial; but having
been more or less born in the industry, it
is more or less hereditary. However, he
is still a human being and qhould be
treated as such by the community.- he
serves.

Let us for one moment consider the re-
cord of these men who work in the in-
dustry: I now refer to the human record.
One of the cases that comes readily to
mind is the sending to Germany of a little
girl and her mother, in order that the
child might receive the best possible spec-
ialist attention. The men paid the
fares of the mother and child to Ger-
many in order that the child might have
a chance to live. Unfortunately, however,
she died. But the men felt such great
sympathy for her that they provided the
necessary funds. To my mind those are
the actions of men possessed of the greatest
human sympathy and ideals.

Only last year when the farmers in the
Mayanup area experienced a disastrous
fire, the miners of Collie, to a man, spent
their week-end travelling to the district in
order to assist, in every way possible, those
farmers who had suffered as a result of
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the fire. During one week-end they cut
over 4,000 fencing posts for the farmers in
Mayanup. Would that be the action of
men who deliberately sabotage the mines
in Collie, as some people would have us
believe? Of course it would not! To my
mind that is one of the most ridiculous
charges that could be laid against them.

Quite recently one of their comrades had
almost lost his sight. In order that he
might avert complete blindness, his fellow
workers immediately came to his assist-
ance and sent him to Melbourne to be
treated by two specialists. Unfortunately,
however, it was too late and nothing could
be done; but the two specialists wrote to
the union and said that the cost of their
work in connection with tis man was
100 guineas. They added that they did
not intend to accept the 100 guineas from
the union, but they asked as a gesture of
their sympathy that the 100 guineas be
paid to the man concerned. I am reciting
some of these facts to show hon. members
here that the shortcomings that have been
attributed to the Collie miners, and the
allegations that have been made against
them, are completely untrue. I would say
that they are more humane than people in
any other industry that I know of.

Mr. Potter: You had an instance last
Saturday, didn't you?

Mr. MAY: Only last week-end a man
was lost in the bush at Capercup, and many
miners and the police searched for this
man. On Friday night the pollee appealed
to the union to provide men to go out very
early on Saturday morning to search the
country for this man; and every member-
'50 of them-said, "All right. We will
forgo a day's pay and search all day long."
Unfortunately, that man, up to date , has
not been found. However, the gesture of
the members of the Collie Miners' Union
cannot be underestimated.

I would remind hon. members and the
general public that although the men work
in a black industry, they themselves are
not black. They are very humane. Would
men with such a, humane make-up Cal-
lously sabotage an industry upon which
they are all dependent for their livelihood?
It is just too ridiculous to suggest.

It is my earnest hope-and I know this
goes for the men in the industry-that
peace and goodwill will be established for
the coming New Year;, that misunderstand-
ing will be overcome: that the true value
of the men within the industry at Collie
will be recognised by the general public of
this State; and that they will not be misled
by cruel and completely untrue aspersions
which are so lightly made and which are
so harmful to the men against whom they
are made.

I make this appeal on behalf of all the
men working in the industry at Collie.
They are typically humane men with no
desire to create trouble in any way. They
always adopt a fair and reasonable attitude.

which has been completely misconstrued
in some places by people who should know
better and who do not desire that complete
happiness in the industry at Collie should
exist.

Time will tell whether the miners at
Collie have played the game. I know they
have. Therefore, there is a personal
desire on my part that the general public
in this State should know what it means
to be a miner, and what those men go
through in connection with their work. It
is a very distasteful industry in which to
labour, but it does not affect the standing
of the individual. These men are just as
good as other men in this State; and in
lots of cases they are a hundred per cent.
better.

I feel a great wrong has been done to
these men in the past, simply because they
have taken an interest in the industry.
They do not like anything to be put over
them, because they realise that the industry
is their bread and butter. It provides them
with the means by which they are able to
maintain their families and meet their
commitments in regard to houses and other
amenities which they need. I see the
Minister for Housing is smiling. I would
say, off the record, from knowledge I have,
that there are fewer bad payers in Collie
than in any other town in the State.

Mr. Graham: I hope so.
Mr. MAY: I think it must be true.

because the Minister has not responded.
Mr. Graham: You frightened me.
Mr. MAY: I do not want the Collie

miners to be misunderstood. They are
always there when required; and they are
willing, at all times, to help in any worthy
cause, even though it may be outside
Collie. A lot could be said In favour of the
actions they have taken over the years: and
it is a great pity that these men have
been misunderstood and greatly vilified,
especially by the Press, in regard to those
actions. They have worked in the industry
for years and know what is good for It.

Mr. O'Brien: All miners are good,
whether coalminers or goidminers.

Mr. MAY: I will leave the goldmlners
to my friend from the Murchison. I am
making this appeal in regard to the men
at Collie. These men know what the
situation is in regard to the coalmining
industry, and nobody from overseas or the
Eastern States can tell them anything in
that regard. They are born to it, and
therefore it is hereditary to them.

If the people connected with the news-
papers in this State would take time off
and study the industry-not in an arm-
chair in St. George's Terrace but down
below-and take the trouble to see the
conditions in which the men are working,
and attend meetings and listen to debates,
they would change their minds as far as
the Collie miner is concerned.
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Mr. Brand: I think they are a good
mob of chaps badly led.

Mr. MAY: I will have something to say
about that.

Mr. Brand: That is all right; you have
plenty of time.

Mr. MAY: The Collie Miners' Union, just
as any other union, has a complete demo-
cratic right to select its own officers. If
they say a particular man in the industry
is the right man for the job, nobody out-
side the industry can say he is not.

Mr. Wild: Would you say that the
miners in New South Wales have-

Mr. MAY: I am not concerned in the
least with the miners in New South Wales;,
and neither the hon. member nor any other
hon. member in this Chamber will put me
off. I say that the newspapers in this
State should take up the cudgels on be-
half of the miners in Western Australia.
In the past they have been too much
maligned and vilified.

As their mouthpiece, I am trying to give
the true picture of these men; their de-
sires, and their hopes and aspirations in
regard to the industry. These are such
that at no time would they damage the
industry in any way.

Mr. Brand: Is not Mr. Latter gradually
leading them to a position where-

Mr. MAY: They run their own union
on union lines, and nobody can say they
do not. They do at all times. When the
position arises, the men are always sym-
pathetic and help those in distress. They
have done this on many occasions, as I
have pointed out earlier this evening.
They are not concerned as a union or an
industry; they are prepared, as men, to
help others. How many men who are
working in other industries in this State
would be prepared to do that? Very few.
Personally, I1 admire the Collie miners.I know the feelings of the farmers at May-
anup, as I have been there. They give
full credit to the miners for the way they
assisted at the time of the great fire and
did what thcy could to help the farmers in
the Mayanup area.

There is no more that I wish to say; but
in conclusion, I1 hope as a result of the few
words which I have spoken on the mining
industry, we will have peace, tolerance and
understanding between employers and em-
ployees during the coming year so that
the people in this State, and everybody
concerned with the industry at Collie, will
be much happier.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) [5.551:
There are only a couple of matters to
which I briefly wish to refer. The princi-
pal thing is in regard to the business of
the Rouse. It has been my opinion since
I have been a member that our traditions,
although good, are not necessarily perfect
and should be improved on. It has came

to my notice that in ether Parliaments it
is the practice to introduce legislation by
giving copies of Bills to bon. members at
the first reading.

I think we could speed up our business
in this House by adopting practices from
other Parliaments. The practice in the
Parliament of Westminster is, of course,
Quite different from ours. There they have
a very large body of members, very few
of whom are interested in quite a number
of subjects before the House. Therefoare,
a great number of subjects are dealt with
in Committee rooms upstairs. That prin-
ciple is not ideal for a House of this small
size, but there is one important point
which I would like to put before hon.
members; and I think it is one which
should be adopted. Copies of a Bill should
be distributed to hon. members at the
time of the first reading, so that when the
second reading is introduced by the Min-
ister, everybody in the House who is con-
cerned in the matter, having already had
a copy of the measure, will know what it
is about.

If this were so, the Minister would then
not have to explain the Bill, clause by
clause. He would only have to deal, in
general terms, with the actual implications
of the Bill. Furthermore, the Opposition
and back-bench members who wished to
speak on a Bill could proceed immediately
at the second reading. This would speed
up the presentation of' business in the
House and would have several effects. One
would be to reduce the speaking time of
Ministers and, possibly, that of hon. mem-
bers.

Another point is that it would ensure
that all hon. members had an accurate
knowledge of what was actually in the Sill.
We would not then have scenes such as we
had today when the hon. member for Bun-
bury appealed for further time to study a
Bill which had been before the House, and
at least on the notice paper for some time.

Although this idea may be novel to hon.
members in this State, it is not so in
Austr.alia. I made a few inquiries; and
the Clerk of the House, on my behalf, and
on behalf of Mr. Speaker, wrote to all of
the Parliaments of Australia and asked
them just what their procedure was. In
a letter from the Clerk of the House of
Assembly in Adelaide, it is stated, amongst
other things-

As soon as copies of the Bill are re-
turned by the Government Printer,
they are placed on members' individual
Bill files in the Chamber and in various
offices in the House; this almost in-
variably happens before the order of
the Day for the second reading of any
Bill is read. As far as I can ascertain,
this has always been the Practice of
our House.

The letter from Hobart states-
The procedure in our House is that

a Bill shall not be read a second time
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until two days after printed copies
shall have been distributed to mem-
bers.

The Clerk of the Parliament from Bris-
bane writes-

As soon as the House agrees to the
Motion, "That the Bill be printed",
copies are then distributed in the
House to members and to the Press.

In Sydney the procedure is as follows:-
In practice, the Bill presented by

the Minister is immediately sent to
the Government Printer and copies
are forwarded to all members by 9.30
am. of the morning following the
presentation of the Bill.

The advantage of the procedure
followed in this House appears to me
to be that all members have oppor-
tunity to peruse a Bill prior to the
Minister making a second reading
speech.

From Melbourne comes a statement that
their Procedure is identical with ours; and
so it will be seen that in only two of the
State Houses-this one and that of
Victoria-is our practice followed. All the
others present the Bills earlier so that
members will have them to peruse. In
Victoria, where the practice is similar to
our own, there is one great dissimilarity,
in that their legislation, when first pre-
sented, has attached to it an explanatory
memorandum.

I have here a copy of their hire-purchase
Bill, as presented; and all the details which
here were given by the Minister in his
introductory speech, were there contained
in the explanatory memorandum. A
perusal of Hansard at the time of the intro-
duction of that measure would show that
in Victoria the Minister's speech was a
great deal briefer than was necessary under
our procedure.

This is of interest, because at tea-time
today we will be discussing proposals in
regard to parliamentary superannuation.
Each member has had a proof copy of that
legislation, together with an explanatory
memorandum which has been made avail-
able to us, without any second reading. In
other words, it can be done; and I feel
that the practice would greatly shorten the
debate on legislation when in due course
it comes before the House. I make this
suggestion in the belief that it would speed
up our procedure.

I know that there have been instances
where Bills have been in proof form and
in print, and the Crown Law Department
or the Minister has then decided that
changes should be made before the legisla-
tion was introduced. Various changes have
been made in measures, in those circum-
stances, after the giving of notice and prior
to the second reading. I realise that that
might continue to happen to some degree
and might entail more amendments in the
Committee stage., owing to Crown Law

Department drafting errors; but it would
also cause the Crown Law Department, the
Under-Secretaries and Ministers to be a
bit more certain in regard to measures
Provided for the consideration of the House.

One value which I think this proposal
would have in the shortening of debate is
that there would be more time to devote
to debating some of the other matters
which often receive very little considera-
tion: to wit, the Estimates. This year's
Estimates have been before us for a long
time, but there have been only a couple of
occasions on which general debate has
taken place. The session is now in its last
week, and no-one wishes to stay here very
late to take part in the general debate on
the Estimates. But I do know that, had
members of the Opposition been keen for
the debate on the Estimates to proceed to
the detailed stage, they would not have
needed to exert a great deal of pressure in
order to achieve that objective.

It has always been my belief that there
should be more debate on the Estimates
and on financial measures in this House.
I think my proposal that Bills should be
made available in printed form, well prior
to the second reading, would give more
time for that important work. I make this
proposal and trust it will be treated seri-
ously and examined in a non-party spirit
by hon. members on both sides of the
Chamber, and possibly introduced in the
reasonably near future.

I know of no major reason why this
procedure should not be adopted without
any change in our Standing Orders.
although there may be some Standing
Orders which would require some small
amendment. However, I think it is largely
a matter of simply changing our practice,
and I therefore put the proposal before
the Committee in the hope that it will be
adopted next session.

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [6.51: 1
wish to deal with some matters of interest
to my electorate; and first of all I desire
to thank the Hawke Government for the
amazing job it has done in the provision
of hospitals, schools, and other Govern-
ment instrumentalities in the area I re-
present.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I take it nothing
remains to be done!

Mr. RHATIGAN: The work is still going
on in the provision of what is almost a new
hospital at Derby and also at Wyndham,
and this is pleasing to me after a six-year
period of stagnation under the previous
Government. It was not safe even to walk
on the floors of the police quarters or the
police station at Wyndham, but those
buildings have now been completely re-
built; and on behalf of the electors of Kim-
be-rley I convey sincere thanks to the Gov-
ernment for the amazing job it has done
with the limited amount of loan funds at
its disposal.
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Mr. O'Brien: I'll say! What a Govern-
ment!

Mr. Nalder: The Government will need
plenty of that for the rest of the session.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Who has the floor at
the moment? When the Hawke Govern-
ment took office, there were only six State
rental homes in the North-homes which
I described as dog-boxes on a previous oc-
casion, and which are still dog-boxes. They
have been eaten by white ants and origin-
ally they were badly designed and badly
built; but now we have 50 good State
rental homes in my electorate provided for
the people by the Hawke Government.

Mr. O'Brien: Hear, hear!
Mr. Brand: There is no need to worry

-about the D.L.P. in Murchison.
Mr. RHATIGAN: I believe in giving

credit where credit is due, and when I
feel I should Pass some remarks detri-
mental to the Government I will do that
also. I am not a one-sided individual like
the Deputy Leader of the Country Party.
I give credit where it is due and blame
where it is due, also. I desire now to refer
to the Main Roads Department and do not
wish to take any credit from it-

Mr. Brand: It has done a good job in
the North.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Who is making this
speech-you, me, or the Country Party?
Would you care to have the floor? You may
have it if you wish.

Mr. Brand: NO: it's too hot.
Mr. RHATIGAN: In the main, the roads

in the North and in my electorate have
been improved considerably. On the 17th
September I asked the Minister for
Works-

(1) How many miles of bitumen
roads have been laid in the Kimberley
area from the 30th June, 1957, to the
1st July, 1958?

(2) How many miles does the de-
partment anticipate bitumninising dur-
ing the next financial year?

The Minister for Mines, for the Minister
for Works, replied:

(1) 6 miles.
(2) 7J miles.

I am disgusted with that answer. I do not
think it is just that we in the North should
have so little done for us in the matter of
sealing roads.

Mr. Brand: Is this the same Hawke Gov-
ernment?

Mr. RHATIGAN: It is. I feel it is un-
just, particularly wvhen one drives around
the metropolitan area to beauty spots,
beaches and Places such as Nedlands, and
sees the great number of miles of bitu-
minised road-

Mr. Graham: That work is done from the
local rates.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I will deal with that
in a moment. I understand this State's
share of the Petrol and diesel oil taxation
this year was in the vicinity of £7,225,000,
out of which the people north of the 26th
parallel contributed something like
£2,000,000. 1 understand, also, that we
were allocated £810,120 towards our roads
in the North. That does not appear to me
to be a reasonable appropriation of funds,
so I draw the Minister's attention to it.
While I praise the Hawke Government for
the amazing job it has done with the
limited loan funds at its disposal, I am
nevertheless prepared to castigate it when
I consider that is necessary.

We have jobs in the North which are not
being completed, the engineers tell us. be-
cause there is no money available. Yet
I understand that all these Main Road
funds are not being expended; and I repeat
that my electorate must receive a reason-
able appropriation of the funds at the dis-
posal of the Government. I consider that
we have not had a reasonable appropria-
tion of the funds in relation to main roads.
While I do not want to take any credit
from the Main Roads Department, and
agree that it has done an amazing job in
the formation of roads, I repeat that it has
not done nearly enough in the sealing of
roads up there.

Anyone familiar with the transportation
of livestock must realise that a bitumninised
road is necessary if the stock are to be
transported to the abattoirs in good con-
dition and without bruising. It is all very
well to transport stock over bad roads if
bruising does not matter; but immediately
a carcase is inspected, if there is the
slightest bruise the meat inspector cuts
it out; and, irrespective of the quality of
the carcase, it loses its export value. If
the bruise is too great the carcase is re-
jected or condemned, and the cause of
the bruising is nothing but the bad roads.
For the successful transportation of live-
stock it is essential to have sealed roads;
and I would suggest that the Government
should immediately set about sealing the
road between Derby and Fitzroy Crossing
and that from Wyndhiam to Nicholson Sta-
tion.

I am asking only for justice for the
People of the North; and I repeat that.
although everyone requires good roads.
they are vital to the people of the North;
and I say, without any hesitation, that the
Minister should give immediate considera-
tion to the sealing of the roads I have
mentioned, because, unless that is done,
there is no doubt that many carcases of
first-grade beef will become rejects owing
to bruising.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pa.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I was dealing with the
main roads in the North. I am advocat-
ing more bitumninisation and sealed roads.
Although I say this, I do not wish to take
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any credit away from the Main Roads
Department for the amazing job it has
done in the North generally. Sealed roads
are essential there, especially for the trans-
portation of livestock to the outports. The
soundest method to adopt to populate and
develop the North is to grant taxation ex-
emption, particularly up to £1,500 for the
worker; and taxation deductions, on a
sliding scale, for those who are engaged
in business and pastoral enterprise.

I consider that the second most import-
ant step to take in an endeavour to popu-
late the North is that wore work should be
done on the Ord River dam site. I do not
want it to appear to hon. members that
I do not appreciate the gesture of the
Prime Minister in promising a grant of
£2,500,000 with a further £2,500,000 at a
later date; but I regret extremely that the
Prime Minister did not fly over the Ord
River dam site with the object of view-
ing it from the air. That was the least
he could have done. The construction of
that dam would, in my opinion, be the
surest method of populating the Kimber-
leys.

Mr. Perkins: Does the project not
need more research in regard to conserva-
tion of water after the dam is built?

Mr. RHATIGAN: I do not think so.
All the research needed has already been
done. All we require now is the expendi-
ture of £20,000,000 to put the project in
train. Mr. Perkins inspected the Kimber-
ley Research Station during his visit to
the North, but I doubt whether he got as
far as the Ord River dam site. If he did.
he put up a better effort than the Prime
Minister. During his visit to Western Aus-
tralia I understand the Prime Minister had
three nights In the North, one of which
was spent at Broome.

I realise he is a very busy person; but
at least he could have shown us some
courtesy by examining the Ord River dam
site or even viewing it from the air. In
the completion of that dam project lies
the secret of populating the Kimberleys.
I am quite sure that the Kimberley Re-
search Station will also play a large part
in achieving that object. We cannot ex-
pect to continue holding that vast area
without doing something to develop it, be-
cause wve have done nothing for over a
century. If we do not want it someone
else will take it.

Mr. Perkins: I think that more research
is required to ascertain what products can
be grown there.

Mr. RIHATIGAN: That may be so: but
at the moment we have the necessary
machinery there to carry out some develop-
inent. However, we require £20,000,000
from the Commonwealth to start an enter-
prise in the North in an endeavour to
populate that vast untapped area.

I am not going to weary the House by
quoting a mass of figures; but I under-
stand that from the experiments conducted
at the Kimberley Research Station it has
been proved that rice and sugar cane can
be grown successfully. Also, the Liveringa
Research Station has proved beyond all
doubt that not only can rice be grown in
that area, but that cotton also can be
grown as a payable proposition.

The rice that has been produced at that
station is equal to what is grown in any
other part of the world. I understand that
Australia produces only 4 per cent, of its
cotton requirements, so there is a large
market available when cotton is eventu-
ally grown in this district. That is an
avenue which should be further explored.

At this stage I give full credit to the
Press and the A.B.C. for the publicity that
has been given to the North. I do not
agree with all the articles that have been
written about the North; but at least the
Press and the A.B.C. are attempting to
draw the attention of the people who re-
side in the south to the fact that there is
such a Place as the North-West. I have
here a cutting from a newspaper, dated
the 1st May, 1957, which reads as fol-
lows:-

More than 2,000 lb. of young beef
is now flown each week from Roebuck
Plains station, 25 miles east of Broome,
to Perth and sold at the Metropolitan
Markets.

This was achieved by the tenacity and the
Perseverance of an officer of the Depart-
ient of Agriculture by the name of Mr.

Grant Smith. This beef production was
brought about merely by putting the
minerals which were lacking in the soil
back into the water. This was done in
difficult circumstances. Such production
proves that if proper amenities and re-
search stations are provided for the people
in the North, they can Produce beef and
other Products equal to any that can be
produced by those in the south.

It has been proved that the minerals
and trace elements in the soil can be put
back into the water which is given to the
stock to drink. Recent trials carried out
by the Department of Agriculture in the
Broome district-which area has always
been declared to be poor class country-
have indicated that first-grade young beef
can be Produced there right throughout
the Year under natural rainfall conditions
if cattle are paddocked and provided,
through their water supplies, with minerals
found to be deficient in the Pastures. That
is a Positive fact.

Ini May of last Year, vealers and cattle,
in the baby beef class, which had been
reared by cows which had been supplied
with a mineral supplement for 18 months,
and then with mineral-supplemented water,
were slaughtered and transported by air
for sale on the hooks in the metropolitan
Markets. The weights and Prices Per lb.
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received for this beef were reported in
"The West Australian" on the 31st May of
last year.

I will return now to the Press cutting I
was quoting previously, this portion read-
ing-

Yesterday's consignment--the third
-consisted of three vealers and five
other carcasses in the heavy baby beef
range.

Prices realised at yesterday's auc-
tion were:.-Vealers: One at 164 lb.,
average 23d. per lb.; one at 163 lb.,
23d.; one at 175 lb., 241d. Beef: One
at 428 lb., averaged 191d. per ib; one
at 372 lb., 184d.; one at 413 lb., l94d.;,
one -at 395 lb.. 191d,; one at 380 lb.,
184d.

That proves that any deficiency in the
soil can be put back by adding minerals to
the water supply used for stock. As a re-
sult of this we can produce excellent young
beef in the North. I earnestly request the
Government to establish an agricultural
research station somewhere near Broome.
I can see the Minister for Native Welf are
looking at me; but I think that this would
help him to solve the problem of unem-
ployed natives in the Broome area.

Mr. Brady: I was wondering whether
you had brought the matter to the notice
of the Minister for Agriculture.

Mr. RHATIGAN: When I took my seat
in the House tonight, the hon ' Mr.Jamieson found on the seat a cutting from
an old ne-wspaper which interested me a
great deal, It is from the "Daily News" of
the 11th February, 1955. I will not read
all of it, but some of it is as follows:-

When the Dleputy Premier (Mr. W.
C. Angwin) stepped off the trans. train
from the East this morning a repre-
sentative of "The Daily News" -

Mr. Nalder: The date of that cutting
must be 1925.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Yes; I am sorry. It is
dated the 11th February, 1925. The cut-
ting continues as follows:-

"I believe." said Mr Angwin, "that the
creation of Federal control of the
North is likely to come within the
range of practical politics."

He said also that the subject was being
discussed in Federal circles where it was
realised something must be done to develop
and populate the empty North. He was
a man who realised that something must
be done to develop and populate the empty
North. But the North is still empty; and
that article was published In 1925!

Whilst I do not wish to appear to be
ungrateful to the Prime Minister for his
gesture in promising us an initial grant of
£2,500,000 with the prospect of receiving
another £2,500,000, I would say this to him:
"Why not tackle the problems in the
North? Why not do something with the
Ord River dam site in a genuine effort to

populate and develop the North?" We do
not want this cheap publicity. We want
a genuine gesture. To populate the North
will require a lot of money: I would say in
the vicinity of C20,000,0 00. irrespective of
party politics, that should be done immed-
iately. I have a little prose here that I
would like to recite. This 'was written by a
prominent civil servant who is very highly
regarded, and who has travelled throughout
the North and the Northern Territory.
This is what he bad to say after his
travels--

Yes, I've left the North, but give me
the chance and I'll be back there
mighty quick.

You can have the big cities and the
southern atmosphere with all its
amenities, only let me return to the
warmth and good fellowship of the top
of Australia, where folk are friendly
and life is not an eternal rush, to go
places quickly before the other bloke
beats you to it.

I pray the day will soon come when
I step on Northern ground and say in
my heart "Hello North, I've come
Home"!l

I am not unappreciative of the gesture
of Mr. Menzies in granting £2,500,000 for
the development of the North, with the
promise of another £2,500,000. I say to
him and his Cabinet Ministers that that
amount is not sufficient for the develop-
ment of the North.

Mr. Brand: At least it is a start.

Mr. RHATIGAN: It is a very meagre
start.

Mr. Bovell: No Prime Minister in the
past of any political colour has made such
a gesture.

Mr. Brand: The people in the North did
not take any notice of the promises of Dr.
Evatt.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I am not concerned
with Federal politics but with the develop-
ment of the North. Why not cancel some
of the allocation to the Snowy River scheme
and expend that amount on the North?
We have aL very capable State Government
to expend that money. On behalf of the
people of the Kimberleys, I thank the State
Government sincerely for all it has done
in the building of schools, hospitals, and
amenities which had fallen to Pieces in the
North through the inaction of the previous
McLarty-Watta Government.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [7.48]:
I would like to take this opportunity to
touch on a number of matters affecting
South Perth. I wish first of all to con-
gratulate the Government, particularly the
Minister for Works, on the progress which
has been made on the construction of the
Narrows bridge, and on that portion of
the Perth-Kwinana highway between the
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Narrows bridge and Canning Bridge. I
think the entire work is a monument to
the vision of the Minister.

Hon. members who have had anything
to do with South Perth will realise that
this was an extremely important matter
during the last State election campaign.
Many fears were expressed in South Perth
in regard to this project, and there were
many critics. Several alternative plans
were put forward and advocated by those
critics. One was a plan to construct a
highway from the Narrows bridge along
Labouchere-rd. That would have had the
effect of dividing South Perth in two.

Mr. Tonkin: That would have been a
dreadful tragedy.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Without qjuestion it
would have ruined South Perth; it would
have divided the district, and residents on
the river portion of that area would have
had to cross the highway, which would
have been extremely narrow. That would
have created all sorts of inconvenience to
people living along Labouchere-rd. Much
the same can be said of the other plan
put forward to deviate the highway inland
instead of along the foreshore as at
present.

Notwithstanding the fact that those
critics took every opportunity to express
their views, the Minister resisted their re-
presentations. As a consequence, some 98
per cent, of the residents of South Perth
will agree that the Narrows bridge will
make the city and the ocean beaches very
much more accessible from South Perth.
It will make South Perth infinitely more
accessible also to the residents of the north
side of the river. That bridge will be of
considerable advantage to the people gen-
erally in this State.

When this project was being so vigor-
ously criticised, many fears were expressed
in regard to Como beach, which has been
used by thousands of children, not only
from South Perth but Victoria Park and
Manning. Naturally the residents were re-
luctant to see any damage caused to that
beach. I asked a series of questions in
this House and referred to that matter
early in the first session. Many repre-
sentations were made to the Minister by
other members of Parliament. At that
time the Minister, in replying to the fears
that had been expressed, went out of his
way to assure us that the new beach,
which was to be built at Como, would
at least be equal to the old one. Prom
the progress which has been made up to
date it seems that the assurances of the
Minister are to be in every way realised.

I also take the opportunity of congratu-
lating the Government on the construction
of the overways across the Perth-Kwinana
highway. From an architectural point of
view they are very outstanding. They are
also unique. Nothing like them has
been constructed by any other department
in this State. When one thinks of over-

head bridges and overways constructed by
public departments, one usually thinks of
them in terms of wooden or iron struc-
tures, which are invariably unsightly and
inconvenient for use.

In this case the Government has really
excelled itself. Notwithstanding that I am
an Independent Liberal member, and am
therefore politically opposed to the Min-
ister, I do congratulate him and his Gov-
ernment on the construction of the Nar-
rows bridge and the Perth-Kwinana high-
way. As I said, it will be a lasting monu-
ment to the vision of the Minister.

I am very thankful for one thing: that
is, I have refrained from the insincerity
of criticising for political reasons the work
which the Minister was doing on that pro-
ject. On many occasions, as representa-
tive of the district, I had to make repre-
sentations to the Minister and his depart-
ment. The Minister and his clerk did
everything possible to co-operate on every
matter raised. May I express the hope
that the Minister will, as soon as possible,
complete the levelling of the road on the
eastern side of the highway, because at
present the nearby residents are complain-
ing of a great deal of dust from the sand.
If the sand is levelled, the responsibility
to establish couch, or other types of grass
lawns on the bare sand facing their pro-
perties, will fall on the residents on the
side of the hghway.

I also congratulate the Government on
preserving the old mill. Some time ago
a member of the Historical Society, who
lives in South Perth, called on me very
early one morning saying that he had been
told by the caretaker of the old mill that
bulldozers were about to demolish it. As
the Labour Party was in office, I contacted
the hon. Mr. Jeffery. Together we in-
spected this mill in company with the
member of the Historicial Society. Mr.
Jeffery made representations to the Min-
ister for Works, and I was extremely happy
when the Minister immediately agreed to
postpone the demolition until the matter
could be further investigated.

The outcome was that an approach was
made to Messrs. Brisbane and Wunderlich
and that company agreed to rejuvenate the
old mill. It is already a source of in-
terest not only to people in this State
who visit South Perth, but also to tourists.
Already tourists in large numbers are
going to South Perth to inspect it.

I would now like to touch on the Zoologi-
cal Gardens, Perhaps hon. members do
not get the opportunity of visiting those
gardens very often. If they were to do
so now, they would be agreeably sur-
prised with the development that has
taken place over the last two years. There
wvere many critics of the zoo about three
Years ago, but all that criticism has now
been allayed with the development that
has taken place. Without question the
zoo has been transformed into a Place
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where it is a pleasure to take one's
children. May I express the hope that
that development will continue.

Speaking of the zoo leads me to another
question which is of vital interest to
South Perth; that is. the fly menace.
At one time it was commonly thought in
South Perth that the zoo was a breeding
ground for flies. Very likely the reverse
is the case, because flies tend to be at-
tracted to the zoo, where eradication
plans are put into effect every few days.
So it would seem that, rather than being a
place where flies are bred, to some extent
the zoo attracts them, and they are de-
stroyed by properly organised methods.

Unfortunately, in South Perth we are
affected to a very large degree by flies,
mainly because of compost heaps and
that sort of thing found in home gardens.
I would suggest that one of the biggest
causes of the fly menace, not only in
South Perth but in the metropolitan area,
is the poor quality of the insecticides
which are marketed. On many occasions
I have gone through my home and sprayed
every room to destroy the flies; I have
gone back a couple of hours later and
found the place full of flies.

Recently I carried out an experiment.
I obtained several types of insecticides
which are marketed. I caught a number
of flies and put them in a series of bottles.
Having secured the flies in the bottles I
sprayed them with the different insecticides.
I was delighted to find within a few min-
utes the flies lying on the bottom of the
bottles. Out of curiosity, I put a book
on top of each bottle and left them over-
night. In the morning, I found all the
flies had recovered.

As a consequence, I would ask the Minis-
ter for Health, if he and his department
are concerned with the fly menace-which
I am sure they are-to carry out a test for
the various insecticides on the market
at the present time, because it would seem
that, unwittingly or otherwise, the firms
responsible for the manufacture of these
sprays are making a mixture which is
not lethal as far as the flies are concerned.
Of course the first effect is most im-
pressive. The flies immediately fall when
the room is sprayed; but if they are ob-
served, it will be found that without ex-
ception they will recover.

May I leave that subject and touch on
another one also of interest to the resi -
dents of South Perth; that Is, the question
of botanical gardens. There has been
some talk for Years of establishing botani-
cal gardens in Western Australia. At
one stage it was expected that they would
be established in the Ploreat Park area,
and I think the Town Planner so recom-
mended. At another time, there was a
suggestion that they should be established
In the National Park in the Darling
Ranges. I would like to Point out to hon.

members that the South Perth Zoo is
considered as an ideal site by most people
recognised as experts on this subject.

Approximately 40 acres are set aside for
the present zoo, and only a few of those are
used for the animal exhibits at the moment.
There is another advantage so far as the
Zoological Gardens are concerned; and
that is that hot mineral water is available
there. As hon. members will realise, this
is ideal for hot-houses. No artificial heat-
ing method would be required, as it would
simply be a matter of using the bore water
there.

May I take the opportunity of drawing
the attention of the Minister for Transport
to the need for additional safety measures
on Canning Highway. As hon. members
know, that is a comparatively narrow
highway. The traffic position will be
eased somewhat by the construction of
Perth-Kwinana highway, but it will still
remain a traffic hazard. I hope the Min-
ister will do everything possible to Install
traffic lights wherever they have been re-
quested along that highway, and would
also ask the Government to give serious
consideration to establishing as many park-
ing bays-as distinct from bus bays--as
possible along the highway; because, un-
doubtedly, the time will soon come when
parking on the highway will be prohibited
altogether.

There is another subject which also
affects a number of residents in South
Perth who, about 20 years ago, banded to-
gether and secured permission from the
local authority at Coogee to erect boatsheds
along the waterfront at that beach. They
have been there for about 20 years. These
huts are about 20 ft. by 12 ft. and are a
few feet apart. They are situated right at
the foot of the sandhills and are out of
the way of the public.

Recently these people were instructed to
leave the huts, mainly because the area in
which they are erected is situated within
the confines of an "A" class reserve. I
think the road board Is taking exception
to the huts because of an assurance given
to the previous Minister for Lands, some
years ago, that these huts would be re-
moved within five years. I would ask the
Minister if he would reconsider this matter.
because it could well be that the local
authority is really at cross-purposes, and
that the Government may not require
these huts to be demolished. I do not
believe the beach has reached the stage
where th huts are in any way a nuisance
tthe public.
Although these 20 huts are owned by

about 20 families, many more use them
during the year. People go down for week-
ends but do not throw rubbish around; and
there is water laid on in all the huts. Whilst
these huts are giving pleasure to so many
families, it would be a pity to remove them
unless it is absolutely necessary. Should
it be that these people do have to vacate
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that area, I would ask the Government to This was established in the early 30's
give consideration to making available
another piece of land, possibly further
along the beach. A large area at Coogee
has been handed over to a company. I think
it is called the Evelyn Walton Pty. Ltd.
and the area is known as the Naval Base
caravan park. In its advertisement, this
company has the followinrg words:-

Indian Ocean Strip: W atch it Grow.
That is an enterprise which has just been
established there, wvhereas the people
about whom I have been speaking have
been occupying these huts for about 20
years.

Whilst on this subject, may I ask the
Government to consider also the possibility
of making large numbers of small blocks
available, possibly on a lease basis, to
residents in this State. We do not have
to go very far north of Perth to find long
beaches which are ideal from a holiday
point of view: and it would seem that there
is no reason at all why an area of possibly
12 ft. x 20 ft. should not be leased to a
person for 50 years, or something like that.
at a nominal rental-or for nothing. It
would mean that the average family man
living in Perth could construct on a block,
a small shed similar to the type now at
Congee, and he and his family could spend
their holidays there.

For some time there has been a building
slump in Western Australia; and I cannot
think of anything more calculated to in-
duce people to buy timber, hardware, and
that sort of thing than this. They would
also tend to spend their week-ends there
instead cf at racecourses and in gambling.
I repeat, there is no reason why the Goy-
erniment could not make available some of
these beaches which are at present de-
sere. They could be surveyed, subdivided,
and givfn to people for the building of
beach shacks thereon.

Of course the Government would have
to stipulate very clearly the type of build-
ing to be erected. I would suggest some-
thing very cheap-under £100-which could
be deniclished equally quickly and cheaply.
I believe that if the average family had
the opportunity of obtaining such a block
as that on the waterfront, it would cer-
tainly take advantage of it and erect a
small building.

MHR. NORTON (Gascoyne) (8.103:
Earlier this year, in company with a
number of other hon. members of this
Chamber, T visited South Australia and
saw in' operation the various barrages on
the River Murray mouth. From the in-
formation I gained there, I believe a
similar system could be worked on the Gas-
coyne River to get far more water con-
servation. But before I go into those de-
tails, I think it would be opportune to give
hon. members a resume of the history of
industry in the Gascoyne River at Car-
narvon.

purely as a banana-growing industry: and
until 1942, bananas were practically the
sole product of the district. But in that
year, the district first of all produced a
crop of beans which totalled 38 tons.
Over the years since then, production has
fluctuated until this year when it reached
an all-time record. Carnarvon, up until
recently, partly supplied this State with
bananas, and, during the winter months,
beans, and a few tomatoes and pumpkins,
but during the last two or three years it has
been playing an equally important part in
helping the State's economy so far as inter-
state trade is concerned.

To understand this, we must realise that
Western Australia consumes £500,000 worth
of bananas each Year, and Carnarvon has
been producing from one-third to one-half
that quantity. Given sufficient water,
there is no reason why Carnarvon could
not produce the full quantity of bananas
required in this State each year, thus
showing a balance of imports of £500,000
to the credit of Carnarvon. But added to
this over the past three years, we have ex-
ported beans to South Australia, and this
year we have reached an all-time record
in bean production and exports.

Whilst I have not the total production
figures for Carnarvon for the year, I know
the exports have amounted to 718 tons of
beans, all of which have been transported
by road and rail direct to Adelaide and
which show an export value to Western
Australia of £169,930. This amount could
be greatly exceeded, as could the banana-
production figure, provided there were ade-
quate water supplies available. Not only
could we add to our exports in quantity,
of beans but other varieties of produce
could be exported to South Australia which
is more than willing to import from us-
particularly egg fruit, capsicums, early
rock melons and cucumbers. There is a
slight difficulty to overcome in respect of
fruit-fly in the latter, but it can be over-
come, I am sure, with the use of the fumi-
gant ethylene di-bromide.

I come now to the question of water
conservation. Hon. members will know
that Carnarvon is quite able to play its
part in the production of the needs of
the State. and it is also able to supply a
considerable amount of export produce.
Carnarvon can produce more per acre than
can most other parts of the State and,
probably, many parts of the Common-
wealth. Carnarvon has produced as much as
274 bushels of bananas per acre; whereas,
in the Eastern States the production has
only been up to as high as 180 bushels. I
have not got the figures for the record
production of beans at Carnarvon, but
the production per acre is more than
double what it is in the metropolitan area
in practically any season. In fact, the
production in Carnarvon, in all ways is
considerably higher than that in the
metropolitan area.
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Recently a number of metropolitan
market gardeners and quite a few tomato
growers from Geraldton went to the Car-
narvon district in order to produce their
crops there, because they realised, after
seeing the production per acre, that by the
extra production they could more than off-
set the costs of the long haulage and extra
freight charges involved.

Over the past years, the sea has been
encroaching and has come up the Gas-
Coyne River. It is my estimate that over
the past five or six years, an encroach-
ment of approximately It miles has taken
Place. This means that the river mouth
is level for approximately 14 miles. The
general drop in the river bed is three feet
to each mile. Without actually measuring
it. I estimate that a barrage-similar to
the CGoowla barrages-could be placed at
the river mouth to a height of about nine
feet. This would allow a full flooding of
the river for a distance of four-and-a-hall
miles upstream.

Normally the Gascoyne River flows with
a small stream, within the river bed, of a
width of about two chains. This means
that the river bed would be about 72 acres
in extent as far as soakage Is concerned,
and should we be able to dam any of the
river and cause it to flood to its full width,
for a distance of four and half miles, with
the river varying in width from about 20
chains to 75 chains, we would gain an
additional area of more than 1,000 acres
of soakage.

If we could get that amount of soakage
we would quickly fill up our reservoirs and
bring back into cultivation at least 570
acres of country which has gone out of
use through lack of water over the past
few years. If this came about, we would
be able to boost our exports and become
a still larger factor in the economy of the
State.

Earlier this year I submitted this pro-
position to the Minister for Works. I
know it is not a matter which can be gone
into quickly or taken lightly, but it is well
worth studying. The industry is worth
encouraging because It has, over the years,
been built up with practically no assist-
ance. The clay bar which, four years ago,
was put in the river further up stream,
has shown that the water can be con-
served. Whilst the clay bar may not be
all that the engineers hoped for, it has
given those people who are up stream, at
least 50 per cent. more water than they
had in the past.

Mr. Graham; Has it stopped the salt
from moving up?

Mr. NORTON: It was not put there for
that purpose, but to hold back the waters
so that they did not flow so quickly into
the sea. By holding back the waters, it
tends to prevent the encroachment of the
salt water Into the river from underground
salt streams.

From the facts at my disposal, I have
estimated that if a barrage were put in,
and it was workable, the effect would
reach the clay barrier and would meet
it at a surface level of three feet below
the natural river surface. So we can see
that a barrage would compensate the bar-
rier and help boost up the results which
the barrier has already achieved.

There is one other crop which I omitted
to mention, and which has now just
started to come in, and that is lucerne.
Recently I noticed in 'The Countryman"
an article dealing with lucerne growing at
Carnarvon. No doubt many hon. members
have seen it, too. it is well worth while
repeating some of the facts contained in
that article. Until I read it, I did not
realise that practically all the lucerne hay
used in Western Australia was imported
from South Australia. Carnarvon can grow
lucerne and produce quite good yields. it
is within the bounds of possibility-this
has been done-to get eight cuts of lucerne
per year yielding from one and a half tons
to two tons per acre, which means that
the production per year is from 12 to 16
tons per acre. This production, at a price
of something over £20 per ton, gives
a return of no mean size; and this is
another means of helping- the State's
finances.

The other point I wish to touch on
briefly refers to the completion of the
sealing of the all-weather road between
Perth and Carnarvon. Members will re-
alise that we have to bring produce to
Perth-a distance of 612 miles by road. In
order that the produce may be put on the
East-West express, the trucks transporting
it have to arrive in Perth in good time. The
total period allowed for travelling is 26
hours. It is pleasing for me to be able to
report that this year the transport com-
pany. in spite of wet weather, has not
missed one market: nor has it missed one
East-West train. This is a. mighty effort
considering that at different times several
trucks have been bogged together. Credit
must be given to the Main Roads Depart-
ment, because when the trouble was
brought to the department's notice, it
quickly took action to assist the bogged
trucks.

Nevertheless it is essential, not only in
the interest of Carnarvon but in the in-
terest of the State, that the sealing of
this road be completed as quickly as
possible so that our production and our
export may continue to grow in the same
smooth wvay as it has over the past few
years.

MR. CROKIMELIN (Claremont) [8.231:
The first matter r wish to touch on is that
of the lighting of the main highways In
the metropolitan area. I have brought this
matter before the House previously in an
endeavour to stress the ever-increasing
danger both to the pedestrians and the
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vehicle drivers under the present condi-
tions of lighting, which is not standard. I
have mentioned the matter in the hope
that something will eventually be done.

I have here a copy of a report which the
local government association has received
and which I know the Minister for Works
is aware of. The endeavour of the associa-
tion is to bring in a regulation to standard-
ise all lighting; but, firstly, as an experi-
ment, to completely relight Stirling High-
way. Today the local authorities are pay-
ing £25'7 a mile for lighting which is
variable-as anyone who drives a car to
Fremantle must know.

Under the suggestion made by the
general manager of the State Electricity
Commission, it is proposed that the light-
ing should be changed to what is known
as mercury-vapour lanterns. The cost of
this lighting, per mile, is £124-a consider-
able increase. Of course, it is the hope of
the association that the Main Roads De-
partment will contribute half the cost.

As a matter of interest, I would like to
know from the Minister whether this new
type of lighting is the type that he himself
saw in his recent travels in Europe. In
other words, would the lighting be power-
ful enough to mean that the driver of a
car would not be allowed to utilise his
headlights at night but would drive on his
parking lights only? If such is the case.
I feel certain that the element of risk both
to the vehicle driver and the Pedestrian
would be greatly reduced. This, of course,
is one point on which I would like to hear
the Minister speak.

The other matter which I desire to men-
tion is that of speeding. I have here "The
B.H.P. Review" for October. 1958, which
contains an article, some of which is well
worth listening to-

If, in three years, an epidemic disease
devastated a populated area the size
of Greater Newcastle, wiping out 6,000-
7.000 people and permanently crippl-
ing or otherwise incapacitating
150,000 others (thus striking nearly
every man, woman and child), public
reaction would be tremendous. The
full resources of the community would
be thrown together in bold, dramatic
moves to halt the outbreak; it would
be regarded as a national disaster.

Australia has such a disaster in the
toll of the roads. At the prevailing in-
cidence. 6,000-7,000 road users will be
killed and 150,000 injured in the next
three Years. Actuaries have worked
out that one member of an average
young family of five persons will at
sometime be a road victim. Yet the
great mass of the public, the road
users themselves, accept the situa-
tion with astonishing passivity. There
is no violent reaction to the menace
in their midst, In spite of all that has
been said, done and written about it.

For this sin of omission on road
safety, the nation is paying a terrible-
Price. The cost so far since 1901 is:
44,000 People killed, and 968,000,
maimed and injured on the roads.

This toll of human life and suffer-
ing on the roads is double the corn-
bined casualties incurred by Austra-
lia in the four wars in which she has
taken part in this century. The com-
parative figures are:-

War-
Boer War ..
World War I ..
World War II.-
Korean War ..

Road ..

1,400
314,336
237,674

1,59 3
_______555,003

1,012,000

In addition to this shocking wastage
of life and incalculable suffering, the
material cost is estimated conserva-
tively at between £35 million and £40
million each year. It is indeed a
tragic oddity that while man can build
in the motor vehicle such a magnifi-
cent and convenient means of travel
and such a social and economic asset,
he can use it as a medium of self-
destruction far exceeding in overall
lethal effect the weapons he has put
into the grisly arena of war.

I think that portion of the article is most
illuminating. Although the Governments
in Australia are doing a lot in an cndeav-
out' to keep down the toll of the road, I
think more could be done.

About two or three wceks ago, the Min-
is t er for Transport, when speaking on a
Traffic Act Amendment Bill, said that he
would like us to reach the stage where
motorists would not be charged with
s~oeeding so much as driving to the danger
of the public. I wholeheartedly agree with
him that that time will come; but in the
meantime I think that more drastic action
should be taken in an endeavour' to re-
duce our road toll. The Minister also said
that he did not think there was a great
difference in the rate of accidents in this
and other States.

In thit respect I do not have the figures
for the Eastern States, but I have a com-
parison between Australia and New Zea-
land. In New Zealand the road fatality
rate based on the number of deaths per
10.000 registered vehicles is 5.3, which is
the lowest accident rate in the world. See-
ond is the United States with 7.2, then
Britain with 8 per cent., Belgium 8.8 per
cent., Canada 9.3 per' cent, and Australia
9.5 per cent. In other words, we are sixth
in the world in this regard. I would not
like our accident rate to be like that of
Switzerland, where it is 20.5 per cent., or
Portugal, wvhere it is 55.2 per cent. One can
imagine how shocking it must be in those
countries.
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The reason the New Zealand record is so
good is that there has been a gradual pro-
cess of education in road safety. There is
also, a unique honour system; and an
important point is a compulsory inspection
of private cars every six months. There is
an absolute limit of 50 miles per hour on
all road vehicles in New Zealand, and I
think these points are important. Although
the Minister suggested that we would reach
the stage where people would be prosecuted
for driving to the danger of the public, I
think we have now reached the stage where.
for the next few years, the speed on the
road should be kept down.

Earlier this year, on an amendment to
the Address-in-Reply, I spoke about the
radar machine that is in use in New
Zealand. In the last six months of last
year the police in this State charged 2,041
people for, exceeding the speed limit; and
in the first six months of this year that
figure has been increased to 2,931, an
increase of 50 per cent. That is a very
creditable performance, but I think there
are a lot of other people who are speeding
every day of the week and still getting
away with it. So I believe it is absolutely
essential that the Government should give
serious thought to installing one of these
radar machines so that instead of 2,000
people caught for speeding, something like
10,000 would be caught.

As regards the fines awarded ag-ainsft
these speedsters, I went to the trouble to
go down to the court to listen to what
happened, and it seemed that the fines were
kept on a. fairly even keel and nobody was
fined for driving at at speed less thtan 40
miles an hour,. I could not say really that
they had not been fined for speeds below
that, but ont the day I went there. that wvas
the lowest. speed for which anybody was
fined. There seemed to be a range from
40 miles an hour upwards, and the fine was
about £l a mile over 40 miles an hour.

In some cases there was a slight varia-
tion. For instance, one man was driving
at 45 miles an hour in Stirling Highway,
Nedlands, at 1.45 am., and he was fined £5:
whereas a man driving around Mounts
Bay-rd. five minutes earlier wvas fined £6.
I do not know whether the magistrate
knew that the traffic at that time was a
little more heavy.

Mr. Graham: I think the record of the
respective offenders would influence the
magnitude of the penalty.

Mr. CROMMELIN: Yes. There was a
case of one man driving at 60 miles an hour,
and he was fined £12. I do not know
whether that was his first offence or not.
A man was driving at 50 miles an hour in
Albany Highway. Maddington, when the
traffic was light, and he Was fined £20; but
he had a previous conviction. In my view
the magistrate seemed to be fairly con-
sistent in all cases. The point I am
endeavouring to make is that not enough
people are being fined.

I can remember the year before last
making mention of the traffic question, and
the Minister said that to cover the matter
fully we would need to have a policeman
for every motorist. Probably that would
be right, and that is why I am trying, to
the best of my ability, to get the Govern-
ment to Install one of these radar machines
in order to check excessive speeding. It
would be possible, with the extra revenue
which would be obtained by the use of
such a machine, which could be obtained
at a fairly small cost, to do something
about the lighting on some of our main
highw~ays. I do not profess to understand
horw the revenue from one department
could00 be transferred to another, but I
think it could be done in this instance.

So I appeal to the Minister to give
serious thought to buying one of these
machines for use on our roads. I do not
say that the machine should be put out
of sight around a corner without the people
knowing it was there. I think the fact
that it was about to be used on such and
such a highway could be publicised, as is
the case in New Zealand. If that w.ere
done motorists could not say that the y did
not know it was there. They would be
given fair warning; and, if they were still
Prepared to flout the law, they would have
to be prepared to receive what they de-
served.

There is one otber small matter I would
like to mention, and that is the allocation
of traffic fees to local authorities.

Mr. Giaham: Would you like the file?
Mr. CROMMELJN: I am pleased to see

that the Minister has the file, because this
is a buvrning question. I shall not repeat
the figures, which I have given previously,
but hon. members will have seen in the
Press last , week that officers of local
governing authorities have had their wages
considerably increased: and I understand
that in a small municipality such as Clare-
mont, where there are only tour officers
employed inside and two outside, the addi-
tional cost will amount to £600 or £700 per
annum. Although that does not sound
very much. I amn given to understand that
it will mean an increase of one penny in
the rates. So hon. members can see hoxv
important this matter is. and I am sure
that the Minister for Transport will be fair
in this respect and next week he will
receive a deputation which I know is
hOPJng to contact him on this matter. I
knowN that he will give full consideration
to their request for a fairer distribution of
traffic fees.

MR. MLANN (Avon Valley) [ 8.401:- This
evening I want to discuss the question of
education, and I am glad that the Minister
is in his seat, The Parents and Citizens'
Association of Western Australia is very
active in the matter of finance for schools
and appeals to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in this regard. I have attended
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meetings of the parents and citizens' asso-
ciations in my district and have discussed
this matter with them. In my view the
whole question of education requires a
complete overhaul. Recently a school-
master in a country town, whose daughter
is undertaking a domestic science course
in Perth, told me that when his daughter
came home she was not able to cook on
the wood stove they had.

There Is no denying the fact that today
we are building elaborate schools at a
terrific cost, but so long as we are a people
we will always have hewers of wood and
drawers of water. I know that everyone
desires his child to succeed: but, as one who
has bad a little education, I am wonder-
ing where we are being led. Are our
teachers right and is our system right? Is
it better than it was in the days when the
Minister for Works was a teacher? Or
are we going backwards? I understand
that the cost of education in this State is
about £6,000,000 a year.

Mr. Hawke: It has practically doubled
in the last six years. It has gone from
E5,500,000 to £11,000,000 this year-that is
from loan and revenue.

Mr. MANN: In Brookton half of the
children are accommodated in an old
school building on the river bank which
was condemned about five years ago. 'The
other children are accommodated in pre-
fabs. and they are roasting.

Mr. WV. Hlegney: Where is that?
Mr. MVANN: Brookton.
Mvr. W. Hegney: That is the first time

you have exaggerated.
Mr. MANN: The accommodation is very

inadequate as far as the children are con-
cerned. In many other country areas the
Position of school children is the same.
The trouble is that the big schools in the
metropolitan area are so costly. Regard-
ing the domestic science classes for girls,
whom we hope one day will be mothers,
the children are taught false ideas
about home life. It is theory-theory and
nothing else. I am firmly of the opinion
that if we could get a competent man or
a board to make an investigation of the
whole of our education system, improve-
ments could be made.

There is a shocking waste of money i n
many aspects of Government administra-
tion these days. Look at the Royal Perth
Hospital! It is suffering from enormous
losses, and it is another burden being
placed upon the community. It is of no
use crying about the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment not giving us enough money.
Irrespective of the Government in power,
all these essential matters should be
investigated. At the moment we just go
on our merry way. But Governments
come and go, the same as Ministers come
and go with nothing being done to improve
the administration in many departments.

Nobody can tell me that children today
are leaving school with any better know-
ledge than was possessed by children who
left school years ago. I think we are
losing out by using soft methods. We are
missing those people who had the initiative
to go to nght school and help themselves.
Those days seem to have gone, and I am
rather worried about the future of our
people and the destiny of this country. I
have grandchildren of my own, and I am
fearful as to what the future will hold
for them. We are trying to bring up our
children in an easy wvay of life, without the
attendant responsibilities that we had to
accept in days gone by. We hear the
constant cry of education; but that will
not solve the problem. I think we should
have a more sensible approach to this
matter.

The question of teachers attending the
teachers' training colleges must also be
considered. How many of these teachers
are really competent to instruct children?
I have always thought that teachers were
born, not made. A person may be brilliant
academically, but quite unable to impart
the necessary knowledge to children.

I remember many years ago when the
Collier Government, or the Mitchell Gov-
ernment, arranged for the supply of
teachers from England. Highly qualified
teachers were imported for the purpose,
but only about two of them were of any
use at all. Academically they were bril-
liant, but they could not help the child;
they could not impart knowledge. If we
took general stock of our teachers we
would see how many of them were corn-
competent and able to mould the mind of
the child. It is not an easy job. So when
we cry for more and more money for
education we are just pouring it down the
drain.

Mr. WV. Hegney: In what way?
Mr. MANN: Firstly, by the erection of

elaborate school buildings. It seems to
me that it is some great idea of the archi-
tectural branch that elaborate school
buildings should be erected all over the
countryside. There is one such school
building erected at Quairading, and another
at Beverley-and this has not yet been
completed. There is another very large
school in Mt. Helena.

It is not the school that makes the
child. If we look around us. we will see
how many men have succeeded today, even
though they attended schools consisting
of 14 or 15 children. Let us take as an
example a former Premier of this State-
namely. Philip Collier. He was a man who
was respected for his ability, and he did
not have any academic ql~ifications. I
notice the Minister for Works keeps very
silent. Perhaps he is one of those teachers
of days gone by. nut my young friend the
hon. member for Cottesloe should know
what I am talking about.
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Mr. W. Hegney: You would not say
that he could not impart knowledge when
he was a school teacher.

Mr. MANN: I am not casting a reflection
on anybody. The hon. member for Cot-
tesloe has the ability. I know he has;
otherwise he would not be sitting here.

Mr. Hawke: You mean he would be in
the back bench.

Mr. MANN: We hear a constant cry
from the parents and citizens that they
are doing a good job, and that they are
keen to get on with it, but I bet many
ex-teachers could tell a good story as to
what is happening. Ministers and Gov-
ernnments come and go, but we continue
in the same old way. Does the present
Minister for Education, genial soul though
he may be, approve of the present educa-
tional set-up?

Mr. W. Hegney: I am too modest.
Mr. MANN: I wanted to make Particular

reference to this subject, because it is a
most important one. I would like now to
refer briefly to the farming community,
and also to the bountiful season that we
are having. I daresay that the crops have
never been so good in the history of West-
ern Australia. There has been a drop in
the price of wool, but this has been com-
pensated to some extent by the oats and
barley crop.

In this connection I would like to pay
a tribute to the Department of Agriculture.
which has Produced this strain of oats
which yields up to 80 bushels to the acre.
Over the Prosperous years the average
farmer has been able to meet his commit-
ments. and Put some money back into his
property. He may not have paid exces-
sive taxation, but he has built up his pro-
perty to return treble the amount it did
three years ago. The department has done
a wonderful job in that direction.

We all know that Commissioner Smith
is looking into the question of reopen-
ing lines which were closed to the farming
community a short while ago. It will be
interesting to see whether road transport
succeeds; we are interested to see whether
it will be able to succeed against rail trans-
port. The acid test is to be applied to
the farming community as to whether they
are going to sponsor road transport or
rail transport. I am very pleased that
the farmers are doing so well both in re-
gard to crops and in relation to water
supplies.

on Monday week the Minister will be
opening the last portion of the Great
Southern water scheme: and I must pay
him a tribute in this connection. I shall
have the honour of being there as member
for Avon Valley. For many long Years
water has been the constant cry in country
areas. It would be appropriate for me to
mention ait this stage that Quairadlng is
another district that is completely short
of water. I do not give a hang as to

which Federal Government is in power;
the fact remains that this country requires
all the money possible to enable it to pro-
vide water. which is the life-blood of our
economy. It is possible that we could cur-
tail expenditure elsewhere in order to pro-
vide water which, as I have said, is the
life-blood of the country, Particularly in
the far eastern wheatbelt. Dams are suc-
cessful to a degree, but surface water
cannot be relied upon unless the dams are
enormous in extent and depth; but then
again there is the danger of salt, evapora-
tion, and dry weather.

My pslace is an old property known as
the Barracks. The soldiers camped there
to help keep the natives back. At this
stage I would like to say that last year
was the first year in the history of the
district that the Dale River went dry. We
had no rain for 11 months, and that of
course was a contributing factor. This
could quite easily happen again. We are
building up our soil, and increasing our
stock-carrying capacity enormously; and
to help us with our ley farming clover
we need more and more water supplies.

On this question of water supply I think
I ought to point out that some day we must
take a very strong stand in regard to the
water that is wasted in the metropolitan
area. I do not care which Government is
in power; this matter will have to be con-
sidered very seriously. We all know that
the soil in the metropolitan area is very
sandy indeed. We find sprinklers playing
night and day, and this of course leads
to a waste of millions of gallons of water.

It is a crying shame that this should be
the case, particularly when we need so
much water in the country areas. Some
means should be devised of restricting the
supply of water to the metropolitan area,
with a view to extending it to the country
areas. We now find that the Serpentine
scheme has been extended to provide more
water for Perth. If the population of
Perth was 1,000,000 could we provide
sufficienat water for the people?

Mr. Hawke: We could if this Govern-
ment stayed in office.

Mr. MANN: It wvill be interesting t6 see
how long this Government will remain in
power. I would like to read an article that
appeared in the "Weekend Mail" of the
29th November.' It is headed "Crul-Quotes
Department" and reads as follows:-

Perth has seen the end of water re-
strictions and there is no need to
worry about a water ban during any
heat wave this summer-Water Sup-
plies Minister Tonkin, November 16.

If the hot weathe.r and exessive
draw on water continues temporary
water, restrictions may have to be im-
posed in the metropolitan area.-Water
Supplies Minister Tonkin, November
25th.

I am sure restrictions will be imposed be-
fore long.
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Mr. Hawke: There may be a thunder-
storm tonight.

Mr. MANN: The shocking thing about
it is that water should be taken from the
Mundaring Weir to supply Perth.

Mr. Tonkin: Why not?

Mr. MANN: Why?

Mr. Tonkin: What harm does it do?

Mr. MANN: Can you not extend it to
the rural areas, and take more water? I
know the Minister for Works is a kieen
gardener, but does he not appreciate the
amount of water that is wasted every year?
Of course he does.

Mr. Tonkin: I
105,000,000 gallons
101,000,000 today.

know we consumed
yesterday and

Mr. MANN: That has gone down into the
earth. However, 1 do not imagine that my
remarks will cut much ice. When looking
at the Estimates of past years, I cannot
help but feel that the position is quite
farcical, and that the hon. member for
Leederville might have something when he
suggests a review of parliamentary pro-
cedure. Year after year we have gone on
in a most extraordinary manner, and I
think many reforms are overdue. In many
ways debates on the Estimates are just idle
talk. We hope that it will fall on ears
that are receptive and will grasp the situa-
tion.

Mr. W. Hegney: Your remarks have niot
been wasted.

Mr. MANN: It is most charming of the
Minister to say so. I did not want to speak
tonight, but that remark makes me feel
glad I did.

Mr. Hawke: You should quote it in your
election campaign.

Mr. MANN: I am very bashful about
doing things like that. This will be the
last opportunity many of us will have of
speaking on the Estimates this session, and
I trust what I have said will have some
effect.

MR. O'BRIEN (Murchison) [8.581: I
wish to take this opportunity of saying a
few words on the Estimates. Some months
ago the Prime Minister of Australia visited
the North-West, and other northern parts
of the State. He also visited part of the
Murchison electorate-he visited a town
known as Meekatharra in that district. I
wish, however, he had visited a town called
Mt. Magnet, where he would have seen a
goidmine which is one of the best in Aus-
tralia today. That takes me back to my
childhood days.

I was reared in Mt. Magnet on the
Murchison, and the mention of the name
puts zme in mind of a family of prospectors

who have done so much for the State today.
I refer to the Clarks-particularly Walter
Clark senior, known as Watty Clark-and
also to young Watty Clark who was, for
some time, managing director of Hill 50
goidmine-which is a famous mine. It is
people like these who make it possible for
gold to be produced, thus enabling finance
to be provided for the economy of our
State. This is a family of prospectors and,
as we all know, we must depend upon pros-
pectors to find gold in the first instance. As
prospectors this family is most outstanding
for its ability.

Over the years, when goldmining was at
a low ebb-I will quote figures directly-
this gentleman, known as Mr. Watty Clark.
on his own initiative commenced mining
what was known in those days as the fam-
ous Hill 60 mine. From his own pocket
he financed that mine to pay the wages
of 70 men. We must appreciate these men
who have had faith in the gold potential-
ity of the State and give them credit
where credit is due.

After listening attentively to various
hon. members who represent country areas
in the South and others who represent the
metropolitan areas, I ask them: Do they
want all the finance and other benefits to
remain in the south of this State? Of
course they do! That is their motto: it
is in accordance with the views that they
express in this House in regard to their
electorates. But when it comes to a wider
State view, I still have to hear a speaker
who can give expression to that point of
view.

The Treasurer should give consideration
to the people outback in remote areas who
are prepared to open up the goldmining
industry. Gold is required today and
plenty of it. If we get the necessary
assistance, many problems will be solved.
Financial assistance is urgently required.
I know the Treasurer will say, "Well, we
have a limit to our purse." That is true.

Mr. Brand: Haven't we all!

Mr. O'BRIEN: In the earlier part of my
remarks I spoke of the Prime Minister of
Australia and why he should visit the
goidmining Industry. It is true that the
Federal Government does subsidise the
industry to a small degree.

Mr. Brand: He visited Kcalgoorlie!

Mr. O'BRIEN: Extra finance is needed
to develop the remote areas, and I suggest
that it would be a good proposition for
this State if the Government could prove
the gold which exists; and that is what
this present Labour Government is try-
ing to do in a small way.

Hon. members: Hear, hear!
Mr. Rhatigan: The trouble with gold is

that a whole lot of dirt gets mixed up with
it.
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Mr. O'BRIEN: We must go in for a deep-
drilling programme and Produce assays of
gold in order to prove to the Common-
wealth Government that we have the
assets. If we do this there will be in-
ducement for people to invest in this
State. The gold can be proved without
doubt, which means that we have some-
thing to offer. With a sympathetic
Fd6deral Government, the problem could be
very easily solved. Financial assistance
from the Federal Government would enable
the Mines Department to step up its
diamond drilling programme for the pur-
pose of proving the value of the goldmining
industry to the State, and of proving to
the whole world that this country is a
very rich one.

If, by diamond drilling, we can prove
that we have deep deposits of gold, we can
convince the Federal Government that we
have an asset; and surely no Government
would refuse assistance in order to prove
further gold deposits. In other words, it
is like having the gold in a vault. We have
it in the mines: and I understand that, at
the present time, we have, in Western Aus-
tralia, a man who brought many thous-
ands of pounds worth of gold into this
State. I speak of Mr. Claude de fernales.

Sir Ross McLarty: He didn't bring gold
In.

Mr. O'BRIEN: He was responsible for
bringing in a lot of money to this State
for the goldmining industry. We received
very little assistance from the previous
coalition government. To prove my words,
I will quote some figures. In 1950. under
the regime of the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment, the State produced 610.333 fine oz.
of gold with a value of £9,466,270. Labour
came into office in 1953.

Mr. Evans: Hear, hear!
Mr. O'BRIEN: In 1953, 823,912 fine oz.

of gold were produced with a value of
£13,299,092, an increase of £3,832,822.

Mr. Brand: How did the State Labour
Government bring it about?

Mr. O'BRIEN: In 1954, the second year
of the Labour Government-

Mr. Brand: Did it wave a stick?
Mr. O'BRIEN: -850,540 fine oz. of gold

were produced with a value of £13,313,618.
Mr. Brand: What mines did the gold

come from?
Mr. O'BRIEN: That represented an in-

crease of £.14,526. In 1955, the third year
of the Labour Government, 842,000 fine
oz. of gold were produced, to the value of
£13,374,688-

Mr. Brand: What part did the Western
Mining Corporation play?

Mr. O'BRIEN: That was an increase of
£81,070.

Mr. Hawke: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion does not seem to be enjoying those
figures.

Mr. O'BRIEN: During the lowest ebb in
1956, 812.380 fine oz. of gold were Produced,
with a value of £13,202,400, a decrease of
£172,288. However, we have not Stopped
there. The Labour Government Put its
shoulder to the wheel: and in 1957, what
happened? In 1957-last year-896,681
fine oz. of gold were produced with a value
of £14,550,893. an increase of £1,348,493.
They are correct figures and taken out of
the little handbook with which we are all
presented.

Mr. Roberts: It sounds as though the
industry has been socialised.

Mr. O'BRIEN: This has not been done
by socialisation; it is team work.

Mr. Brady: Even the natives came in
and gave a hand.

Mr. Brand: It is a pity you didn't get
that story over last Saturday. More people
might have been impressed.

The SPEAKER: Order!I

Mr. O'BRIEN: If the diamond drilling
programme were extended I am Sure we
would achieve success. We Would prove
our gold values and be able to approach the
Federal Government for finance based upon
our estimated gold values.

Mr. Court: I seem to have heard that
theme song before.

Mr. O'BRIEN: It would be security for
the Federal Government. We have the
gold in the vaults; but why send it to
America?

Mr. Bovell: Secure as the sun in the
sky.

Mr. O'BRIEN: We should Produce all
the gold we can in this country. At the
present time we work the goldmines and
produce bars, and these are sent away from
the State and from Australia. People who
have invested in goldmining shares have
lost in the Past: but if a diamond-drilling
programme were carried out, shareholders'
risks would be lessened and thousands of
pounds would be gained for this country.

Education Is something which must be
considered in regard to the remote areas,
and is something which has received
sympathetic consideration from the present
Labour Government of which I am--and
I have always said so-proud to be a
member. Every school In the Murchison
has received the attention necessary-after
my approaches to the Education Depart-
ment-such as classrooms, renovations, etc.
However, I was not successful with my
appeal for septic systems in places such as
Leonora, Yalgo and a few other towns.

Mr. Roberts: You are In line.

Mr. O'BRIEN: Why was I not success-
ful? That is the Question.

Mr. Brand: Because they were putting
them in at the railway stations.



2584 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O'BRIEN: The metropolitan area
wanted mare schoolrooms; we wanted more
schoolrooms all over the State. Was it fair
to see little children being taught in the
open in order that a septic system might be
installed at Leonora or Owalia? I am fair
in regard to this matter, as was the Minis-
ter in his summing-up. Despite the fact
that we are unable to get septic systems at
Leonora and Yalgoo, the Minister was fair
and put his facts before us. The Position
is that if we are provided with septic
systems in the remote areas such as the
Greenough electorate-as mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition and also by my-
self-then we must go without school-
rooms. If we wait, we will get both
schoolrooms and septic installations.

Mr. Brand: You will, if you change the
Government.

Mr. O'BRIEN: The hon. member for
Bunbury made considerable reference to
ports and apparently it is a matter of what
concerns each individual member, and not
the State as a whole; but the Production
of gold builds a State, and it was the gold
of yesteryear that built this state.

Mr. Hawke: Your approach is states-
manlike.

Mr. O'BRIEN: We have no ports like
Bunbury in my electorate, but there is
plenty of bottled port and we have plenty
of imports. However, the Education De-
partment has co-operated in the Murchison
district in teaching the children that we
want local products and that is now our
motto. It should be the motto of every
hon. member here.

Mr. Hawke: That is why the people of
Murchison stick to Everard McDonnell.

Mr. O'BRIEN: The roads in my elec-
torate have been improved, but many of
them are still not suitable for that part
of the State. Many of the road boards
from time to time press for new and
larger graders and other machinery which
costs many thousands of pounds, but there
is a limit to the funds available to them.
If they are to receive big loans for the
Purchase of road-making equipment, they
cannot also have money spent on the actual
construction of roads, because the State
just cannot do it. To the south of the
metropolitan area and through the hilly
country a great deal of work has been done
on the straightening of roads. A snake
would have broken its back on some of
those bends a few years ago, before the
Labour Government took office, but they
have now been straightened out.

I would rather have seen some of that
money spent on the water-courses and
slippery flats on the northern highway,
because it would have helped the people
of the outback; but we must give way to
the engineers who are qualified to assess
the risk to life on bends and so on.
Possibly the straightening out of those
bends has saved many lives. In spite of

that, I repeat that there are many patches
of road in my electorate which are com-
pletely untrafficable in a wet season. The
Murchison area has received special atten-
tion as regards its hospitals.

Mr. Roberts: You are lucky.

Mr. O'BRIEN: Before about 1950 or 1952
the hospitals and other Government build-
ings in the North were in a deplorable
state, but that trouble has now been over-
come in the Murchison area, as the build-
ings have all been renovated and preserved.
It is only right, when people give their
lives to the outback, that they should have
police stations, court-houses, hospitals,
schools and so on, and I am pleased to
say that they have received those things
from the present Labour Government. At
Leonora a new residence has been con-
structed for the doctor, and that was long
overdue.

I repeat that this Government has done
a wonderful job; and I believe that if the
last penny possible is spent on continuing
the diamond drilling programme, we will
be able to produce the goods and prove
to the Federal Government that we have
vast ore deposits that are worthy of
consideration.

The present good season ensures a good
yield of wheat and wool, but wool unfor-
tunately has declined in price and that is
a further reason why the Government
should give the goldmining industry every
assistance.

MR. HEARMAN (Blackwood) [9.201: 1
wish to clarify a position which arose over
a minor newspaper controversy which I
had with the Minister for Railways on the
subject of rail freights. I was prompted to
write to "The West Australian" by a state-
ment made by the hon. member for Leeder-
ville on the 30th October when speaking to
the debate on the Wheat Industry Stab-
ilisation Bill. Among other things he
said-

There are two other points I wish
to mention. The first is the cost of
freight on wheat and superphosphate
as these are items which enter into
the cost-of -production figure. The fact
that we, in Western Australia, encour-
age our farmers to grow wheat and
use superphosphate by giving them a
freight rate which is completely un-
realistic is something which operates
to the detriment of the State's finances.
If freight rates on wheat and super-
phosphate were raised to no less than
the average of all States. then our
railways would be in a better cash
position than they are and would have
a lower deficit. As freight rates would
enter into the cost of Production
calculation in the following Year, the
net result to the farmer would be
nothing.
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I do not agree that the statement that
the net result to the farmer would be
nothing is correct; and I think anyone
with experience of cost-of -production fig-
ures would challenge that statement. My
point is that the hon. member obviously
has no knowledge of the position, and I
think he must be living In the days prior
to 1951, when superphosphate was carted
at a concession rate, because since then
it has been carried at the normal mis-
cellaneous rate for all other goods, and
consequently there is no special dispensa-
tion in connection with superphosphate.
The draft of my original letter to "The
West Australian" reads-

In your issue of October 31st the
hon. member for Leederville Is reported
to have said that rail freights on
superphosphate and wheat were un-
realistic and should be raised. He is
quoted as saying, "If these were raised
to at least the level of the other states
the financial position of the railways
would be better." The following in-
formation from the report of the com-
mittee of transport economic research,
set up by the Australian Transport
Advisory Council may assist both the
general public and Mr, Johnson to
know what the Position was at Novem-
ber, 1957.

I then went on to quote the actual figures
at various distances from 50 to 200 miles,
for all states in Australia, so that a proper
comparison could be shown. "The West
Australian" sub-edited that letter consid-
erably, and this is how it appeared In the
press-

Against the statement that rail
freights on superphosphate and wheat
are unrealistic and should be raised to
the level of other states, the following
information shows what the position
was at November, 1957.

It then quotes the letter fairly fully. The
Minister for Railways then bought into
the argument and came into the Press.

Mr. Norton: I wonder whether he was
reported properly.

Mr. HEARMAN: I do not know, but he
obviously would not know what prompted
my remarks in the first place and would
probably not be aware of the somewhat
ridiculous statements of the hon. member
for Leederville, because after brushing off
the 50-mile rate he failed to point out that
the longer haulages had also been cut out
so that it made very little difference to
the actual length of the haul. He took the
figure of 175 miles, which he says is the
approximate average distance of the haul
of wheat and superphosphate in all states,
and the rates per ton were given.

He showed that superphosphate In this
State was above the average by 4s. Ild, per
ton. In other words, he completely refuted
the contention of the hon. member for

Leederville that the freight rate on super-
phosphate is below the rate in the East-
ern States and demonstrated conclusively
that it is above'that rate. Wheat, at the
Minister's figure, comes out at 10s. 8d.
below the rate.

What the Minister did not mention was
that the actual figures for the average
haul for 1957-58 were for wheat. 137.4
miles: and for superphosphate, 139.5 miles,
and those figures go close to the average
haul for 1957. In the case of Western Aus-
tralia wheat was hauled 128 miles and fer-
tiliser 131 miles. so the actual figures for
the average length of haul have not been
materially altered by rail closures. The
point is that our system of rail freights
tapers off more steeply than any other
scale in Australia; and of course the longer
one can make the average haul appear,
the more favourable the comparison be-
comes of our rates with the Eastern States.

Actually. 175 miles is appreciably longer
than the average haul.

The rail freights for both wheat and
super In this State compare, in a general
way, with those in the Eastern States.
particularly on a 100-mile haul. However.
we also pay, on a truck of super, a shunting
charge of 9s. and a sheeting charge of
6is. 3d., which is another l5s. 3d. added to
whatever the freight charge may be. Those
extra charges are by no means common to
all of the Australian States.

It can be seen, therefore, that the freight
rates in Western Australia are comparable
with those in the Eastern States, I men-
tion this matter, because some misunder-
standing has obviously arisen as a result
of the sub-editing of the original letter I,
wrote to "The West Australian." Also, in
view of the Minister's contention in his
letter, perhaps it is just as well that it
should be made quite clear that the average
haul for all States is a distance of 175
miles, and this is substantially above the
average haul in this State. Consequently.
that figure becomes a little unrealistic.

Also. it is worth bearing in mind that.
according to the 1957 figures, wheat is
hauled by the railways at a profit, despite
the fact that our rate appears to be lower
than some of those in the Eastern States.
Superphosphate is hauled at a slight loss.
Nevertheless, it is obvious that if we are to
raise the freight rates on those com-
modities, to obtain an appreciable increase
in railway revenue, it appears that there
are other freights which demand far
greater attention than the rates on wheat
and super when it Is realised that we are
losing approximately t500,000 a year on
the metropolitan passenger service. I
mention these points so that hon. members
may understand the true position.

So far as superphosphate Is concerned,
recently we have been doing some work on
bulk handling by rail, and so far the
machine that has been developed for that
purpose has Proved successful. Also, the



2586 IASSEMBLY.]

practical steps that have been taken both out each year, of which a large proportion
in the metropolitan area and in the coun-
try, after superphosphate has been hauled
a distance of some 120 'miles by rail to
ensure that sufficient consolidation has
taken place have proved that the machine
is quite satisfactory and that the cost of
operating it will not be unduly high. In
general terms, I think we could say that
farmers will enjoy a freight rate of £1 a
ton less in comparison with the cost of
super that is supplied in new jute bags.

Of course, the introduction of this
machine will require an appreciable altera-
tion in the handling methods on the farm
and probably contract spreading will
become more popular than it has been in
the past. In broad terms, I think one can
say that with the use of the contractor a
farmer could put his super on his pasture
at approximately the same cost as he could
put in into his shed in bags. On the
present prices and on past experience in
the Boyup Brook area, at any rate, it would
seem that that is approximately the posi-
tion in a broad sense.

There is a machine installed already at
Boyup Brook and it was tested successfully
on Thursday. The farmers present passed
favourable comment on it. Yesterday, at
Narrogin, another demonstration of the
machine was held, which proved to be quite
successful. I also understand that a third
machine will probably go into the Moora
area and possibly it will operate under
similar conditions to the machine which
was tested at Narrogin.

The Treasurer made money available for
the manufacture of these machines and
their purchase through the sub-committee
which was set up by the Minister for Rail-
ways to investigate this Matter. That com-
mittee actually placed an order for one of
these machines which was built in Western
Australia. Cuming Smith-Mt. Lyeli Ltd..
the fertiliser company, assisted consider-
ably in the development of this machine
by making suggestions and providing super-
phosphate for the trials, together With the
necessary trucks.

Of course, the Railway Department
co-operated in the development of that
machine. As yet, however, no further steps
have been taken in an effort to ascertain
how these machines would be financed.
The cost of one of them is a few pounds
under £1,000, and we think that probably
the cost of operation of these machines
could be reduced if further use could be
found for them other than merely handling
super.

There are indications at the moment
that It may be able to handle fruit in
bulk, and other products such as gypsum
and lime. it seems to me that we have
made some progress in an effort to reduce
the costs of production in the farming
industry, because a reduction of £1 a6 ton
in the freight rate on super is quite con-
siderable. When one considers that ap-
proximately 580,000 tons of super is going

is used for top dressing, one can realise
that if even half of that super is trans-
ported at a rate £1 less than was charged
previously, it will mean a substantial
saving to the farmers.

Apart from that, when a large volume
of super is handled by this form, possibly
other economies will be effected in its
operation. One can confidently predict,
with good reason, that at least 200.000
tons will be handled in bulk in the Boyup
Brook area this year. There are already
firm orders placed for 1.600 tons. Judging
from the comments made last Thursday
after this machine had been tested, it is
quite Probable that a considerably larger
tonnage than that will be handled.

The use of the machine to transport
super from the rail truck into the road
vehicle eliminates many of the problems
that have been confronting us. It over-
comes the problem of providing bulk
storage at railway sidings and it eliminates
the mixing of different trace elements.
There is no need to segregate them. The
super will simply go out in the normal way
on the rail truck and it can be transported
direct to the farm.

The machine itself is easy to handle,
because it weighs only 23 cwt. As a result,
it will be possible to service more than
one siding with the machine. This will
be an economic advantage because it will
cut road haulage to the minimum if the
machine can operate from the nearest
siding. No special equipment is needed
other than the use of steel-bottomed trucks
of which there are ample supplies in the
railways. I think that we can, with the
co-operation of all people concerned,
effectively introduce the system this year
into certain parts of our rural areas.

I have no doubt that there will be one
or two teething troubles. That is inevit-
able. However, I am certain that none of
these Problems will be insurmountable: and
once the farming community takes to this
new method, the teething problems will be
solved very rapidly. The native ingenuity
of the farmers will be brought into play
and no doubt they will provide ingenious
solutions for the operation of this machine
and the handling of super In bulk on the
farm.

This Is not a revolutionary idea. It has
been in operation in New Zealand since
1948. The specifications of the machine
were first obtained by the sub-committee
set up by the Minister from New Zealand
and subsequently they were made available
to the superPhosphate works which com-
pleted two of these new machines. So we
are not breaking any new ground. Never-
theless, the machine will prove to be some-
thing of an innovation so far as Western
Australia is concerned. With the necessary
tolerance, which I am sure will be shown
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by all concerned, I am certain that this
new method of handling super will prove
to be a success.

Inevitably, there will be people who will
decry such an innovation. Any new idea
such as this always brings forth people
who are willing to oppose it. There are
certain people who will have their toes
trodden on, such as cartage contractors
who may find that their income will be
reduced because they will be forced to
carry super in bulk. They will find that
the business will be going to somebody
else. However, those are factors which
must come with progress and they will not
prove to be insurmountable.

Another slight economic advantage
which may be gained from the use of bulk
handling is the possible reduction of
freight on materials used for fruit-grow-
ing. We have niot achieved the same result
in that particular field, but the present in-
dications are that it will be possible to do
that. Li.me sulphur sprays are becoming
more in demand because of their effective-
ness against scale insects. The treatment
of scale infestation of fruits is becoming
more important-as the hon. member for
Darling Range well knows--because in
future the European market will be closed
to any fruit which shows any sign of
infestation.

Last yzar a consignment of Western
Australian fruit was condemned and the
indications are that, in future, examination
and inspection will be much more strin-
gent that It has been in the past. Con-
sequently lime sulphur, which is regarded
as being the most effective spray against
scale infestation, will be in greater
demand: and if we can effect a saving of
£2 on every drum-which would be pos-
sible with the use of this new method-
that will mean a saving of a few thousand
pounds to the orchardists. However, I do
not want to be dogmatic about that figure.
This year the increased use of this spray.

compared with previous years, has been re-
markable, and it is probable that its use
will be further Increased in the future.
The only disadvantage with the spray is
that it is most objectionable to use. In
view of its effectiveness it is likely to be
more widely used. Further, with the more
modern spraying machines some of the ob-
jectionable aspects of the use of lime sul-
phur as an orchard spray will be rbzmoved.

In the matter of bulk handling of super-
phosphate and lime sulphur, the Railway
Department has proved to be most co-
operative. If there is any breakdown in
either project the fault will not lie with
that department. In regard to super,
a closer watch will have to be kept on the
actual transit in bulk. We have to adopt
a co-ordinated system right from delivery
at the works to delivery on the field, and
the time of arrival. These matters will
have to be carefully watched.

The Railway Department should be able
to meet most of the requirements. Diffi-
culties may arise in some areas. It re-
quires careful study to determine what
areas are most suitable for the effective
use of super in that form. In the
Boyup Brook area there will be little dif-
ficulty, because the Railway Department
has for some years run a super train. It
has been possible to co-ordinate the dates
of delivery to a very great degree of ac-
curacy. Very few complaints and grounds
for complaint have been made. We should
be able to continue in the same way. I
am certain that if costs are to be re-
duced. the complete co-operation of all
parties concerned will be needed.

MNR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [9.47]: 1
feel it incumbent upon me to contribute
something to this hate session. My re-
quests will be very limited. Knowing the
difficulty and hardness of giving, I make
my requirements on a limited scale.

Firstly I want to touch on a subject
raised by the hon. member for Leeder-
yulle: the adoption of the practice of
supplying copies of Bills to individual
members when the Ministers are intro-
ducing them. With my limited knowledge
I consider this suggestion, if adopted,
would add considerably to the knowledge of
back benchers as to what was taking place
on the floor of the House. I wake this plea
on behalf of the back benchers here, as
this is the occasion when complaints
are brought before the House. We
on the back benches often do not know
what is going on. I make this appeal to
Ministers and to other hon. members on
the front benches. I would not like to
point out any Minister or individual hobn.
member as being responsible for this plea
being made, but I could say that the
hon. member for Murchison is not one of
them. At least from the back benches we
can hear him.

It is necessary for the young members
on the back benches to know what is
going on. If we are patient enough to
remain in this Chamber-I claim I sit
here as long as any other two members
-we are entitled when front benchers and
Ministers are introducing Bills, or asking
questions without notice, to hear their
voices audibly.

Mr. Brand: The Government can always
hear questions we ask.

Mr. Court: From the amount of inter-
jections I get you must hear me.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I said I was not
going to Particularlse. and I do not wish
to make any comparisons. I do not be-
lieve in picking on any hon. member
individually.

I wish to touch on the question of traffic.
I heard some remarks made tonight about
speeding. I have had a little experience
in looking after people who drive on
roads and handle motor vehicles, I have
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had a lot of experience in analysing and
,dissecting traffic reports. In not one in-
stance in traffic reports was the speed over
25 miles per hour; so judging from the
analysis of reports. speed is not the prime
cause of accidents. Speaking from ex-
perience I would say that the prime cause
is the person behind the wheel.

To take punitive action against people by
making the laws more stringent will not
cope with the situation satisfactorily. In
my opinion laws have a threefold pur-
pose: education, prevention, and punish-
ment, in that order. The law should first
of all set out to educate people. It should
educate the driver before he gets his licence.
There is one aspect of a driver's test which
has never, to my knowledge, been put into
operation; that is the test of a driver after
dark, driving under headlights.

On my way to the metropolitan area on
Saturday I drove through the twilight into
the dark hours. Immediately after dark
I noticed two ears which had missed the
road altogether. They ran off the road
because they were blinded by oncoming
traffic. In that case it was not the speed
which was the cause. Speed under certain
circumstances is quite safe. In other cir-
cumstances, such as speeding on a bend, in
crowded traffic, and where numerous people
walk, it is dangerous driving and should
be treated as such. I commend these
suggestions to the Minister for Transport:

Before a person is issued with a driver's
licence he should be put under a test of
driving after dark with the headlights on.
On several occasions I found certain
drivers involved in accidents which took
place while they were passing oncoming
traffic after dark. That proves they were
not qualified to drive after dark. Their
licences should have been endorsed in
that manner, because they were dangerous
to themselves and to other road users after
dark.

There is another aspect of the regulations
which should be tightened up; that is. over-
taking a vehicle after dark. At present
drivers must dip their lights within 6ao ft.
of oncoming vehicles, or when the other
vehicle dips its lights. There is no regu-
lation to cover a vehicle overtaking
another. That can be a dangerous prac-
tice, especially in a long line of traffic.
One often finds the second or third vehicle
of the oncoming traffic omitting to dip its
lights, and thus creating a dangerous
situation. In so doing, that driver is
blinding the driver in front, and causing
him to drive in the shadow of his own
vehicle, and he is also blinding the on-
coming driver, although he does not; know
it. He can thus involve half a dozen
vehicles in a smash. I commend these
two items to the Minister.

Several hon. members have referred to
education. Some have contended that the
value of a State is in the gold It produces:
others say that the most valuable require-

ment is water: others contend primary
production is the most valuable, whether
the product be Wheat, Wool, oats, or timber.
etc. My contention is that the most
valuable asset produced by any country Is
its people, and the most desirable thing for
the people and one which they require most
is education. It is no good supplying people
with everything that goes towards making
a full life, unless they have been educated
to make the best use of those things.

I have before me a letter from the W.A.
Federation of Parents and Citizens'
Associations, which I do not intend to read
in full. The following portion is most
important:-

Today's growing understanding of
the need to educate Individuals rather
than groups emphasises the urgent
needs to make marked reductions in
pupil-teacher ratios and to provide
more classroom 'and ancillary accom-
modation. This is true of every Aus-
tralian State. That teachers should
receive longer and better professional
training and that the school leaving
age should be raised are also matters
of urgency.

The public generally is becoming
aware of the importance of education
in our national life. It might well be
said that Australia's progress and
status will be in direct proportion to
the standard of education of her citi-
zenry and that, indeed, in education
lies our greatest weapon of defence.
Defence is rightly recognised as a
national matter. This Federation be-
lieves that education also should be
thus ranked. We do not want our
children to be educated as Westralians
or Victorians or Tasmanians, etc.. but
rather as Australians and we desire
that the education of Australia's
children shall be above the moves and
counter moves of party politics.

That is a great contribution. I cannot
do more than commend to hon. members
the part which states that education is
our greatest defence. Possibly the chance
of our living on this planet as civilised be-
ings will depend upon the decision of the
children now at school. Their decision will
necessarily depend upon the kind of edu-
cation they receive.

I now', conclude my few rambling remarks
on the Estimates. I have two requests to
make later. Although this Government
has done a wonderful Job in the matter
of providing schools, both primary and
secondary in the country and metro-
politan areas, I consider that the job Is not
finished. It has merely begun. Education
should be the first call upon our resources.

THE HON. D. BRAND (Greenough)
(9.591: I want to make a few remarks on
the general Estimates. It is time consid-
eration was given to the air conditioning



(2 December, 1958.] 2589

of this Chamber. It has been stilling dur-
ing the present heat wave. If there is
anything we need it is a fan to at least
stir up the hot air.

Mr. Hawke: Less hot air would help!
Mr. BRAND: It is obviously the end of

the last session of this Parliament, be-
cause one only had to listen to the speeches
made tonight from the Government side
to hear they were most complimentary to
the Government. It does seem rather
strange that up to this time so little has
been said by the back benchers about the
Government: that is. up to the elections
of last Saturday. It appears they have
had to give some boost to the Goverrnment's
morale, by simply stating that it is the
best Government we have ever had.

Mr. Graham: Hear! Hear!
Mr. Hawke: Thank you very much!
Mr. BRAND: The Treasurer introduced

his budget somewhere back in September;
and, as usual, he attacked the Federal Gov-
ernment for not providing adequate funds.
He made mention of the total Federal in-
come and said that the Government In
Canberra had not provided sufficient money
to the States. The Treasurer, over the
years, has followed this theme any time
there has been a shortage of money or any
real financial difficulty. The very simple
solution-in fact the only solution-he has
ever been able to submit is to blame the
Federal Government.

Mr. Bovell: Despite the fact that he
has received more financial assistance from
the present Federal Government than has
been the case in the past.

Mr. Graham: That is Menzles Infla-
tion.

Mr. BRAND: If an investigation were
made, it would be found that the state-
ment made by the hon. member for Vasse
Is correct, It Is to be recognised that costs
have been increased, and there has been
a degree of inflation over recent years.

Mr. Brady: Since 1949!
Mr. BRAND: But the fact remains that

if we desire to continue as a Government
in Western Australia, surely we must ac-
cept the responsibilities of the government
of the State rather than at every economic
hurdle or financial difficulty simply turn
to the Federal Government and say, "You
have not given us sufficient money."

Mr. Potter: Where are we going to get
the money from?

Mr. Graham: Land tax, for instance?
Mr. BRAND: It would appear that

there is a responsibility on the State Goy-
ernment to do just as it, the State Govern-
ment, claims that the Federal Government
should do. That is, cut the costs of ad-
ministration, and establish priorities in
order that there will be a more equitable
distribution of the wealth. If it is good
enough as an argument in respect of the

finances of administration of the Federal
Government, it equally applies to a State
Government, and no one can run away
from the hard, cold fact that in the State
of Western Australia many savings could
have been made in the same way as Is
expected by the critics of the Federal
Government.

Mr. Graham: Can you suggest one or
two?

Mr. BRAND: I would expect the Minis-
ter for Transport to say just that! I
would imagine that many savings could be
made in respect to the moneys spent on
State trading concerns for a start. A
very real saving in fact! Some of the capi-
tal cost-and, indeed, revenue-which has
been spent on State trading concerns,
might well have been spent more profit-
ably had we been able to encourage greater
income from private sources, both within
the Commonwealth and outside.

This year's budget is a record. The
estimated income is £59,813,000. and we
estimate the expenditure at £61,737,000,
allowing for a deficit of £1,924,000. In
recent days. the Treasurer has made a
statement as to the finances of the State
at this particular time, and it indicates
that the loss for the year's trading is up
£:608,000. The newspaper article reads-

The State's deficit of £3,737,238 for
the five months to November 30 was
£608,021 greater than for the corres-
ponding five months last year.

Treasurer Hawke said yesterday
that the revenue for the four months
to November 30 this year had been
£22,588,154 and the expenditure
£26,325,992.

For the five months to November 30
the railways showed a deficit of
E1,711,440, an increase of £67,635 on
the corresponding period last year.
Tram and bus figures dropped £12,490
and increased the deficit to £110.929.

It would appear that, so far, in spite
of the closure of 800 miles of railway, and,
in spite of certain claims of the Govern-
ment that it had taken action to cut
costs, the deficit is going up. and the loss
on public transport In particular is in-
creasing. It is recognised In fairness to
everyone, that the great deficits are es-
tablished in each State as a result of rail-
way and transport services; or rather, as
a result of a loss on trading of such ser-
vices. It would seem that the time has
come for some overall policy to be estab-
lished in respect of the economy of our
transport services.

Mr. Graham: That Is precisely what has
been done!

Mr. BRAND: I was not being critical
of the Minister. I was about to say that
because the loss is general, It would seem
that a top-level conference should be
called, not only of the Transport Ministers
or the Premiers, but of all those leaders
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who have any authority or responsibility
in respect of transport services-not for-
getting, particularly, the unions concerned.
I am sure that if the unions co-operated.
they could help with some of the real
difficulties which confront Australia in
respect of its transport casts.

No-one is expecting that there should be
any reduction of wages or that people
should work longer hours; but I believe
that if the management and employees
were to get together, they could tackle this
difficulty. In respect of the railways, it
must be recognised that the modern sys-
tern of motor transport will create even
greater difficulties for the employees in the
railway service and the Treasurers of the
various States, if something is not done
to make the railways more competitive,
and more popular, and put them in a
position where they can obtain a greater
patronage.

Mr. Brady: Do you think the building
of a broad gauge line from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie would help?

Mr. BRAND: At this Juncture, I might
indicate that I believe it is of national im-
portance that we should have a standard
gauge railway system from one side of
the continent to the other: but we in
Western Australia must recognise, at the
same time, that the establishment of a
standard gauge railway in Queensland,
say, is a much easier matter than the es-
tablishment and laying down of a stand-
ard 4 ft. 8j in. gauge line through our
own State system.

Western Australia faces a very real dif-
ficulty-physical and technical-if that
line is to be laid down. I might add that
we can well call upon the Federal Govern-
ment to help in the financing of such a
huge capital work, because in my opinion
it is a national project.

I was saying, however, that at present
the deficits are increasing. Over the last
three or four years the deficit has been
in the vicinity of £1,000,000; and that very
fact has brought about a situation where
we are suffering some loss of loan funds
for the very important works on which
this money is spent. It does seem to me
that the time has come for the Govern-
ment to take stock of the administration
and to cut its costs, wherever possible, be-
cause it Is the administrative body of the
State.

if It Is accepted that everything Is being
done, and that Western Australia cannot
possibly cope with the demands made upon
it and the annual budgets will show in-
creased deficits, then is it not an even
greater argument for the establishment, as
soon as possible, of a better understanding
between the States and the Commonwealth
in respect of finance?

The Prime Minister, when delivering his
policy speech prior to the recent elections,
undertook to hold a conference between

the States and the Commonwealth in re-
gard to this vital matter; but, as we A
know, whether the States have a Liberal
or Labour Government there appears to
be great disunity between the Premiers
and the leaders of the States as to whether
we should proceed with the policy of
uniform taxation.

The position is such that it will soon
come to a head because I understand that
Queensland, and even Victoria, have
threatened to make some claim-as
claimant states-upon the Commonwealth.
As hon. members know, Queensland, New
South Wales, and Victoria, as the standard
States, are very dissatisfied with the pre-
sent set-up; and it would appear to me.
therefore, that now is the time to get
down and thrash this matter out. At the
present time, the Grants Commission is
visiting the State.

This year it has been very liberal in its
recommendation. The Premier himself
said Its approach was realistic inasmuch as
in the last recommendation it provided for
a special grant of E1l,000,000 to the State.
We have been fortunate, because the mem-
bers of the Grants Commission have always
been very sympathetic in regard to the
great difficulties facing Western Australia,
especially the transport difficulties in the
North-particularly those concerning the
State Shipping Service-the problem of
water supplies; electricity extensions; and
the like.

But I1 believe the time has come, because
of the criticism of the Federal Govern-
ment-and It will continue whether that
Government changes its political colour or
not-for some change. The Federal Gov-
ernment in the present policy of distribu-
tion of funds will continue to be the sub-
ject of criticism by the States. If the pres-
ent formula is not providing satisfaction
and giving to each State its fair and equi-
table share of the money collected by the
central Government, then surely the Pre-
miers, who could outvote the Federal Gov-
ernment at any conference, should be able
to force the Prime Minister and his Gov-
ernment to come down to earth and arrive
at some formula of distribution which
would be satisfactory to us all, or at least
press upon them the necessity for such
action.

It is interesting to bear in mind the
special assistance that IS given to this
State, in any case. No-one can deny that
under the present Federal Aid Roads
Agreement, Western Australia Is treated
liberally. We must bear in mind that in
the near future, when this agreement Is
renewed, strong argument will have to be
put forward to combat the case that will
be presented by the major eastern States
if we are to continue to enjoy a liberal
formula which gives to us almost £7,000,000
to spend on our roads and transport.

Mr. Lapham: We are a nice big State.
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Mr. BRAND: That Is the very reason
which prompted the then Government-
the Bruce-Page Government I think-to
establish the formula on an arca-popula-
Lion basis; and that is the reason, in-
cidentally, why that principle has been
followed and advocated by the various
Prime Ministers whenever the agreement
has come up for renewal.

Mr. Lapham: Therefore it is the right
arrangement.

Mr. Hawke. Do you think any other
State, besides Victoria, is strongly critical
of the agreement?

Mr. BRAND: I have read some criticism
from New South Wales,

Mr. Hawke: Nothing very strong, I think.
Mr. BRAND: It may not be strong, but

nevertheless it is criticism, and an Indica-
Lion that there is dissatisfaction over the
cut-up of the funds. Mr. Cahill has, on
a number of occasions, said that New South
Wales was not getting Its fair share of
the petrol tax.

Today the Premier answered a list of
questions which I asked in respect of a
grant made by the Federal Government to
assist us with the developmental difficulties
of the North-West. The amount of the
original grant was £2,500,000 to be paid
at the rate of £500,000 a year for five years.
This grant was to apply to the area north
of the 20th parallel which, in fact, Is the
southern boundary of the Kimberleys.
During the Federal election the Prime
Minister announced that a further
£2,500,000 would be granted, making
£1,000,000 available each year for five
years. I would be surprised if the sec-
ond instalment of money is made avail-
able on any condition other than that
which applied when the first amount was
granted.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you agree that the
second one should be made to apply above
the 20th Parallel?

Mr. BRAND: Before one could answer
that question adequately, he would have to
establish the priorities of work in the
Kimberleys; or at least define what is cov-
ered by the "North-West." This question
has been a real problem for those who
have been trying to make up their minds
where the developmental problems of the
North-West begin and finish. The Prem-
ier has indicated that he intends to ap-
proach the Commonwealth Government to
permit of this money being spent south
of the 20th parallel.

Mr. Hawke: The Premier did not say
that. He said that was one question which
the Cabinet sub-committee would consider.

Mr. BRAND: I cannot make any more
out of it, other than to say that the Cabinet
sub-committee representing either the Pre-
mier or the Government is going to ap-
proach the Commonwealth Government for

some amendment of the conditions which,
the Premier informed me, he had not yet
been advised of anyway,

Mr. Hawke: The Cabinet sub-committee
will not approach the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment on anything.

Mr. BRAND: Someone will have to ap-
proach the Federal Government. Whilst
I have not the Hansard report of the Pre-
mier's reply, I understood him to say that
a request to the Federal Government would
be made by somebody, to permit of some of
this money being spent south of the 20th
parallel.

Mr. Hawke: You are not right. The
Cabinet sub-committee will naturally,
clearly and obviously make recommenda-
tions to the full State Cabinet.

Mr. BRAND: Anyhow, it seems that if
the same conditions apply, the money must
be spent on the area above the 20th
parallel; but some easement of that con-
dition might be made. How much further
south does the Government intend to come
in respect to the works on which it will
suggest to the Federal Government this
£2,500,000 over five years-or £5,000,000
over five years--should be spent?

Mr. Graham: Not as far south as Min-
genew, anyhow.

Mr. BRAND: I imagine, in any case, that
it would not go much f urther south than
Carnarvon. This highlights the problem
we face in Western Australia in meeting
the demands which are made for the ex-
penditure of money in the North-West. The
North-West is a huge area. Great pressure
was exerted originally for the money to
be spent in the Kimberleys, because that
was a clearly defined area. However, I
would be just as happy-I am sure we
would all be-if more money could be spent
profitably in the construction of roads and
the establishment of Port facilities, as well
as on making water supplies and electricity
services available for the people who live
in the North. These amenities would at
least provide an encouragement and in-
centive for people to live there.

I think it was the hon. member for Roe
who said, when he recently returned from
the North, that one real contribution
that could be made to meet the difficulty
of getting people to live in the North
would be to provide air-conditioning for
the homes and so make it attractive for
people to live in these sub-tropical areas.
This suggestion highlights the hon. mem-
ber's reaction that the conditions applying
in the North are such as not to be very
attractive to the people who come to
Australia.

Mr. Hawke: It would not be too good
at Northam today, either.

Mr. BRAND: No; in spite of the fact that
the Premier represents Northam in Parlia-
ment. At this stage I want to speak on
a couple of hazards which confront the
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people of Western Australia at the pre-
sent time. One of these hazards is in
the country and the other is in the city.
The one in the country is the great danger
that the people face from the threat
of fire. I know that the Premier, Minister
and officials, from the top to the bottom,
have endeavoured to publicise the great
danger to the State from fires. All hon.
members have seen the recent publicity
given to the crops and the prospects of
a wonderful season in the Mildand and
northern areas. We have record crops in
those districts, and we look forward this
year to a record season of 53,000,000
bushels for the State. I would not be sur-
prised If the hon. member for Murchison
said that this was the result of the acti-
vities of a Labour Government.

Mr. W. Hegney: It all helps.

Mr. BRAND: The crops today result from
the wonderful season that has been en-
joyed throughout the State; and, In parti-
cular, in the areas I have mentioned.
Those hon. members who have travelled
through the northern districts will have
noticed that for miles and miles, and
over hundreds of acres of country, there
extends a cover of fine, dry grass, or of
crops. The people in those parts are not
fire-conscious.

If any hon. member travels from Gerald-
ton to Perth, he will see no evidence of any
real activity to establish fire-breaks. In
the northern areas, we are not apprecia-
tive of the need to expend money to pro-
vide fire fighting equipment and so ensure
security against a fire which, If it started,
could sweep through hundreds of acres
of property and, overnight, rob the coun-
try of the results of a fine and prosperous
season.

Mr. Hawke: The other day a farmer told
me that the absence of rabbits had greatly
added to the fire menace.

Mr. BRAND: That only goes to show
that when we interfere with nature some
unbalance results. The fact remains
however, that it is in the interests of the
State and of the Government to see that
greater efforts are made to publicise the
need to provide fire-breaks and fire-fight-
ing equipment.

Mr. Perkins: Has not a fire warden been
up there?

Mr. BRAND: Do you mean the State fire
warden?

Mr. Perkins: Yes.
Mr. BRAND: I could not say. If he

has, I am not aware of his visit.
Mr. Lapharn: Have you any suggestions

to make about publicising this matter?

Mr. BRAND: It is a slow and tedious
process. It is just the same when we
attempt to make the public conscious of any
indirect danger.

Sir Ross McLarty: You have to make the
school children fire-conscious. They were
responsible for a number of fires last
season,

Mr. Perkins: That is a severe criticism
of the local authorities in the northern
areas.

Mr. BRAND: The local authorities are
doing their best, within their limited In-
comes, to provide the necessary equipment,
in the same way as the local authorities
are in the eastern wheatbelt. The trouble
lies with the people themselves. If the
hon. member for Roe has a 100 per cent.
appreciative and fire-conscious electorate,
he is indeed fortunate.

Mr. Perkins: Do not the local authorities
up there provide fire-breaks?

Mr. BRAND: Quite a number of them
do, but as the hon. member has seen,
the fire-breaks that are provided are not,
In many cases, worth while. They plough
through the grass, but what they do
would not stop a fire on a hot day such
as we have experienced today.

I have received a letter from the Carna-
mab Road Board protesting against the
holding of Guy Fawkes night during the
fire-hazard period. I am particularly in-
terested because of the number of accidents
which have been recorded lately as a re-
sult of children playing with crackers; and
it might be a good idea to give some serious
thought to stopping Guy Fawkes day cele-
brations during the summer months. The
letter reads-

At the November meeting of my
Board, concern was expressed at the
dangers and troubles arising from the
celebration of Guy Fawkes night, in
November, each year.

In rural areas, the lighting of fires,
after the 31st October, is prohibited,
yet, in this period, sundry bonfires are
lit and the danger from certain types
of fireworks needs no elaboration.

My Board would be pleased if you
would endeavour to have this mnatter
brought up in Parliament and if pos-
sible, apply for a complete ban of such
celebrations at that time of the year.

It is suggested that Guy Fawkes
night could be celebrated no later than
August of each year.

It is true that during the hottest and
driest time of the year children light their
crackers and bonfires simply because it is
bonfire night. I do not know whether that
day Is fixed throughout Western Australia,
but it might be worth while to give some
thought to altering the day.

Mr. Jamieson: You know what hap-
pened to the man who pulled Father
Christmas down.

Mr. BRAND: I want to drawv attention
to a position which has arisen in the
State as a result of the Government's
policy on immigration. Some time ago the
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Premier gave me some figures in answer
to a question in respect to the percentage
of migrants received in each State of the
Commonwealth since 1953. These figures.
are most interesting because the Deputy
Premier, when he returned from overseas,
said that we could absorb thousands of
people; that we needed them here and that
we should have them. I agree with his
statement. We need to step up our intake
of migrants, and we should be prepared to
meet the challenge which these new people
bring. Unfortunately, as a result of Gov-
ernment policy, the inflow of migrants to
Western Australia has dwindled to almost
nothing. The following are the figures of
total intake In the Commonwealth in re-
spedt to New South Wales:-

1953_
1954 ..
1955 ..
1956 ..
1957 ..

Per cent,
17.3
18.3

... 28.4
23.8
26.1

There was a gradual increase. The Vic-
torian figures were-

1953 ..
1954 ..
1955 ..
1956 ..
1957 ..

Per cent.
.... .... 54.8

62
... 50

.... .... .." 56

.. " .. I I... 50
There was a consistent Intake throughout
those years,

Mr. Graham:, But that intake was fall-
ing away from 1953 onwards.

Mr. BRAND: No, it was fairly con-
stant.

Mr. Graham: But It is down from 60
odd per cent.

Mr. BRAND: The Queensland figures
were-

1953
1954 ... ..
1955 ... ..
1956 ...
1957 ..

A gradual increase.
figures were-

1953 ..
1954 ..
1955 ... ..
1956 ..
1957 ..

The South

There was a very sharp incrf
last two years. The Western
figures were-

1953 ... ..
1954 ....

1955
1956
1957... ..

Per cent.

There was a 2 per cent. drop in each year
from 16 per cent. in 1953 to 5 per cent. In
1957. In Tasmania the figure was 1.3 per
cent. In 1953, and it hovered around that
figure until 1957 when the Intake was 1.2
per cent.

Mr.' Lapham: They could not get much
lower, could they?

Mr. BRAND: That State has been reason-
ably consistent with Its intake. It is quite
easy to say that we cannot employ the
people who are already in this State, and
so we should not take any more immigrants.
It has been proved time and time again
that these people, provided we absorb them.
bring a demand for work, houses, hos-
pitalisatlon and education, and I am sure
that Western Australia can meet that
challenge and demand in the same way as
the other States have done.

Mr. Graham: So have we.
Mr. BRAND: We have not.
Mr. Graham: We have, and to a greater

extent than any other State.
Mr. BRAND; The intake of migrants to

this State has gradually dropped fromn 16
per cent. in 1953 to 9.3 per cent. in 1957.

Mr. Graham: We have still taken more
than our quota as compared with the other
States.

Mr ' BRAND: According to the Depart-
ment of Labour and National Services, on
the 14th July, Western Australia had a
greater percentage of unemployment than
any other State. That is the state of affairs
we face here. and it seems to me that It
represents a challenge if we wish to avoid
stagnation.

Mr. Lapham: Your theory to overcome
the employment situation is to bring more
people Into the country?

Mr. BRAND: That is too stupid for
words.

5.2 Mr. Lapharn: That seems to be your
3.1 argument.
3.8
52 Mr. BRAND: The theory of the hon.
6.7 member for North Perth, if followed to its

ultimate conclusion, would mean that we
Australian would stop everyone from coming here

because we had a few unemployed. We
Per cent, have a challenge to get cracking and attract

4.2 industry here-to get the private capital
4A and really do something worth while. The
5.8 Government has not been doing very well
9.3 over the last four or five years; and this
9.3 State is suffering not only from unemploy-

ment but also from the fact that, as corn-
ease in the pared with the other States, we are taking

Australian the least number of people. It would ap-
pear to me that because of our geographical

Per cent, position, and the great open spaces we
16.71 have, and the need for development, we
11.6 ought to take more people. If we continue
9.9 to run away and do not face up to these
7.3 difficulties, we will remain the Cinderella
5.3 State of the Commonwealth.
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Mr. Nulsen: Have you considered that we
have only 7.2 per cent. of the total popula-
tion of Australia?

Mr. BRAND: If that is so, we should
attempt to build up our population. We
cannot sidestep the issue and Simply Sit
down and do nothing about it.

Mr. Lapham: You cannot keep men em-
ployed by talking about it either.

Mr. BRAND: I was Interested to read a
statement by the Leader of the Australian
Labor Party when he sumnmed up the elec-
tion which proved so disastrous for the
A.L.P. on the 22nd November this year.
That was the result despite the attack made
by the Premier on the Commonwealth when
he blamed it for all the State's shortcom-
ings, and the fact that the Press in West-
ern Australia was not too kindly disposed
towards the Commonwealth Government.
But thank goodness the people decided that
they did not want the immediate cash
hand-outs offered by the A.L.P.; they pre-
ferred the security and stability given to
them by the Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Lapham: They will live and learn.
Mr. BRAND: The people have been

learning for nine years; and apparently
they have learned enough to put the Com-
monwealth Government back in power f or
another three years. which will make 12
years of sound, stable Government. It is all
very well for members opposite to laugh;
that Is all they can do. But they are
worrying about what will happen at the
next State elections.

Mr. Graham: You hope.
Mr. BRAND: The Labour Party has one

representative for Western Australia in the
Federal Parliament.

Mr. May: He is a good one, too.

Mr. Court: And he Is not an Evatt man.
Mr. BRAND: No.
Mr. Potter: I would not crow too much,

because you are getting back to the horse-
and-buggy days when you are talking about
stable government.

Mr. BRAND: That is all that the con-
tribution of the hon. member for Sublaco
is worth. In "The West Australian" of
the 2nd December, 1958, Mr. Chamberlain
said-

The Australian Labour Party was
decisively defeated, due to the fear of
Communism, particularly on the part
of a section of the community, whose
religious persuasion makes it suscept-
ible to the sustained propaganda to
which is has been subjected.

Maybe the fear of Communism has forced
a lot of people in Australia to sit up and
take notice. They were not prepared to
accept the socialistic policy of our friends
opposite, because it is one step nearer to
where Communism takes over.

Mr. Potter: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. BRAND: The facts are before us;
we cannot run away from them.

Mr.' Jamieson: You would not know
what day it was.

Mr. Evans: What is your Federal leader
doing to fight Communism?

Mr. BRAND: The Federal leader is
going to ensure that people like Mealy, and
a few others, do not get their own way in
this Commonwealth.

Mr. Brady: What did Mr. McEwen say
about trading with Red China?

Mr. BRAND: When Mr. Chamberlain
came back from China he wrote an article
holding up the regime in that country as
a glorious example.

Mr. Brady: What did Mr. McEwen say
about it?

Mr. Hall: He said to trade with them.
Mr. BRAND: I would expect hon. mem-

bers opposite to take Mr. Chamberlain's
lead. He quoted the Conservative Govern-
ment of England as trading with Red
China; and so are we trading with it.
But the people were not prepared to accept
the Policy of the Evatt Labour Party in
respect to trading with Red China. I read
with amazement Mr. Chamberlain's criti-
cism of the people because of their fear
of Communism. He came back from Red
China and said that there they had a
regime which had lifted the whole country
up and put it on its feet. That indicated
his acceptance of the socialist policy.

He, as President of the A.L.P. in the
Commonwealth, has contributed to this
anti-socialistic feeling which reared its
head during the Federal elections on the
22nd November last. No matter how it
may be denied by the present Labour Gov-
ernment, its socialistic Policy is having
the same effect upon Western Australia as
that which the people feared Evatt's policy
would have upon the Commonwealth of
Australia; and they registered an over-
whelming vote for the Menzies Govern-
ment.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) [10.451:
Firstly, I would like to support some of the
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition:
naturally I do not want to support all his
remarks, but only those which relate to
fire hazards created in our wheatgrowing
districts, together with the lack of suitable
fire-breaks. By way of interjection, the
hon. member for Roe wanted to know
whether the fire wardens were doing a
certain job in the northern areas. Appar-
ently people concerned do plough their
fire-breaks but, to my way of thinking.
they are not sufficient in prolific seasons
such as we have had this year.

There is a prolific growth of oats and
grass right up to the edge of the roadway.
and this continues for miles. It only needs
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some irresponsible person to start a fire and
hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of
damage could be done. It might well be to
the future advantage of this State if Par-
liament made sure that suitable firebreaks
were provided in the country districts.

The matter of water supply is causing
great concern in the Geraldton district. I
know the Minister has the matter in hand.
He knows that, because of the hot weather.
restrictions were imposed earlier this sum-
mer than has been the case in the past. I
urge the Minister and the Government to
make sure that adequate steps are taken,
and taken very early, to see that the posi-
tion of the water supply in Geraldton is
improved. Over the Past few years we
have been living from hand to mouth, and
before we caught up with the progress made
in relation to the water supply, the town
had grown so much that we were ahead of
it again.

I believe that the main reason for the
limited restrictions imposed this year is
the lack of storage facilities. The whole
position is causing people much concern,
because we depend mostly on bore waters,
and we feel that at some stage the bores
will let us down, thus leaving us in a sorry
Position.

Mr. Bovell: What about the Wicherina
reservoir?

Mr. SEWELL: The capacity of the
Wicherina, reservoir is 105 million gallons,
and we use about 350 million or 360 million
gallons a year. So the hon. member will
see that the amount of bore water that
is used Is much greater than that contained
in the reservoir. It is only in the very wet
seasons that much water is found in the
reservoir.

Three or four Years ago a committee
was set up to inquire into the whys and
wherefores of the comprehensive scheme:
its main concern was to be the Gingin.
Blrook. Unfortunately, the committee
seems to have died a natural death, or
gone into recess. We know It will cost a
considerable amount of money to bring
this about: but to my way of thinking,
it will have to be done, or some other
method will have to be evolved. I know
the Minister has this matter in hand. We
must soon evolve some plan for de-salinisa-
tion of brackish or salt water. A district
like Oeraldton should not be held back
because of limited water supplies.

Another matter which Is uppermost in
the minds of the people of Geraldton is
the question of a regional hospital. I know
that we all talk about hospitals In our
respective districts. The present Minister
for Health has had a lot of money spent
on the local hospital: and this is a credit,
not only to him, but to the Government
and the department concerned. The old
Government hospital, as we knew it. is far
different from what it was a few years ago.

I do not think I need impress this on
the Minister, but the Government should
appreciate the necessity for setting aside
certain loan funds to ensure that Gerald-
ton is provided with a regional hospital
as soon as possible. About three years ago
the Premier more or less stated that, after
Albany, Geraldton was second in line for
a regional hospital. It was to be provided
with such a hospital before any other of
the country towns. As far as I know, that
still applies. I would again urge upon the
Government the need to see that money is
set aside for a start to be made on the site
Provided for the regional hospital in the
next financial year.

Mr. Roberts: What area of land have
you reserved?

Mr. SEWELL: There is a very suitable
site reserved; contour surveys have been
made, and we have been told from time
to time, in answer to questions, that plans
are in process of being drawn up.

Sir Ross MeLarty: I think it is time
they did something for Hunbury.

Mr. SEWELL: The site is an excellent
one, and I understand it cost £30,000 to
level to make it suitable for the hospital.

Mr. Roberts: What is approximately the
area of the site?

Mr. SEWELL: I think it is 11 or 12 acres.
Mr. Roberts: We have M7 acres, and

they reckon it is not large enough.
Mr. SEWELL: I could be wrong.
Mr. Roberts: I hope you are.
Mr. SEWELL: The next matter that

is causing the people concern is housing.
The Housing Commission has done a
reasonably good job in Geraldton. The
area set aside by the Government for new
homes is a credit not only to the commis-
sion but to the town, and to the local
authority. However, I deplore the fact
that the Minister has seen fit, by force of
circumstances, to curtail the building pro-
gramme under the purchase scheme; he
hans decided to go back mainly on the
rental basis. That is a retrograde step.
and I would like the Minister to consider
the matter, and see that more money is
made available next financial year, from
loan funds, to build houses under the
purchase scheme. The war service people
have done a good job in Geraldton. There
is. of course, quite a waiting list as far as
houses are concerned: but, generally speak-
ing, the position is reasonably good.

The next question agitating our minds
is the harbour. We find the Geraldton
wharf is the first concrete wharf to be
built in the Southern hemisphere. When
it was built in the early 1930's naturally
not much was known about concrete work
in relation to reinforcement to combat the
action of the sea. Last year the depart-
ment concerned had to spend a lot of
money on reclamation work, and general
repair work underneath the jetty.
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I would not say we are truly grateful
for this work, because it would have had
to be done; but I think the average per-
son does not appreciate the condition of
the wharf or the effect of erosion on the
concrete piles generally. Fortunately the
Minister has been sympathetic, and the
engineer of harbours and rivers has Made
money available for the comprehensive
scheme to be worked out, whereby the
maintenance of that wharf can be taken
in hand. I have no doubt that in the
next 12 months it will be In first-class
condition.

Generally speaklng, CGeraldton Itself,
like all other centres in Western Austra-
lia, has been blessed with a very good
season. At the present time we are very
busy carting oats, barley and wheat to
port. It Is necessary to pay attention to
the roads. The Main Roads Department
has done a good Job, generally speaking,
in the district, but there Is quite a lot more
work to be done. I have made representa-
tions to the Minister and I am sure this
wart will be done; he has always been
sympathetic to the district, because of its
worth to the State.

In regard to educational facilities. I
would point out that only one new school
has been built In the area in 12 months,
and that was at Binnu. So much having
been heard about septic tanks In coun-
try schools, an innovation was devised so
far as septic tanks were concerned, which,
I understand, has functioned satisfactorily.
Whether the Public Health Department
will approve of it for larger schools re-
mains to be seen, I mention that for the
benefit of country members who are con-
tinually crying out for septic systems, even
though they know these are impossible be-
cause of a lack In water supply.

Because of continued agitation from
myself and the local Parents and Citizens'
Association, the Minister for Education and
the Minister for Works have agreed to an
extension of alterations and additions to
the Geraldton High School. I can assure
hon. members that this Is badly needed,
because the Oeraldton High School serves
such a large, important, and growing dis-
trict. We have country children attending
the high school, and the facilities at the
school itself are not as good as we would
wish. It does not give the staff-which is
a good one-an opportunity of teaching
the children under conditions as suitable
as we would like.

In conclusion, I would like to say that I
have received the utmost co-operation from
all the departments with which I have
dealt, and I know I will continue to receive
that co-operation in the future, because
not only the Ministers but the departments
concerned know that Geraldton In itself
is the most important district from the
primary Producing point of view, that we
have in Western Australia.

MR. JArMESON (Beeloo) [10.57]: I
rise to make a few points in contribution
to this debate. Firstly, I wish to deal with
the plight of public servants of this State
in general, and the conditions under which
they have to work. To say the least of
it, these conditions are appalling. We here
tonight feel the rather excessive heat, to
some degree, but it would take little im-
agination to appreciate the conditions
under which people are 'working In the
Treasury building, and in the Public Works
building lust below Parliament House. The
conditions to which they are subjected in
this hot weather are really very severe.

The recent move of the Minister for
Works to make provision for improvements
may. or may not, be a good one. The fact
that the Public Works Department has
only one year's tenure left, and the fact
that it intends to take a further extension
of time on the Parliament House reserve,
would indicate to me that the public ser-
vants may have to put up with the con-
ditions for some time to come, before any
move is made to relieve their Present suf-
fering and difficult working conditions, In
most office buildings where there is an
efficient staff, and efficient working condi-
tions, they are provided, these days, with
more Modern amenities than are available
to the people working for the State Gov-
ernment.

On many occasions there is quite a lot
of criticism about the amount of work
Performed by public servants; but surely
to goodness one of the first essentials in
having these people work efficiently Is to
give them better buildings in which to
work. While the Government continues
to spend money on accommodation in a
Piecemeal fashion; and while it attempts
to improve accommodation that cannot
effectively be improved, we will not get
very far.

The Government will always say that
money is the problem. But I would say
that there are ways out of that situation.
The State Government Insurance Office
Was successful in erecting a multi-storey
building, which now accommodates a num-
ber of civil servants; and it has a very
good nearby block on which It could-with
a bit of working of its financial resources
-erect a similar building which would at
least accommodate some of the civil ser-
vants until the Government is able to pro-
vide further accommodation.

There is another aspect, which was
raised by the Minister a few days ago in
reply to a question. This matter was
raised by the Deputy Premier in regard
to visitations from people from overseas
and the impression that could be gained
by their having to go up the backstairs
to his office--or for that matter, to any
Minister's office. I agree with him: and
suggest to the Minister that rather than
put up with those conditions, there should
be a reshuffle of Government offices and
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the Minister should leave his present ac-
oommadation-even though It may not be
as convenient for him-until such time as
offices are rebuilt elsewhere.

It Is detrimental to the State for these
people to see the conditions under which
the Ministers are working; and the con-
ditions under which public servants are
working must also be obvious to them. I
am sure they would be Inclined to think,
"What sort of a hick State is this any-
way?" For the good of all concerned, I
suggest that the Minister should give early
consideration to the shifting to a central
position in the town. There are some good
offices which could be made available to
the Minister which would be presentable
to the people with whom he is in confer-
ence, from time to time. No doubt they
have lavish offices which we could not hope
to emulate, but we should Put UP Some
plain and decent offices in this city.

in regard to Parliament House reserve,
I give the Minister warning that, pro-
vided the electors return me to this House
next year I will oppose any extension of
the tenure on that reserve out of con-
sideration for the people In the Public
Works building. I think it behoves the
Minister and the Government, in be-
tween times, to look around in an en-
deavour to get rid of the office accommo-
dation at the bottom of the hill, and at
least make a start on providing accommo-
dation on the Hale School ground.

We know that Hale School is due to
vacate that area about the end of next
year; and I feel that every penny which
is being expended in present accommoda-
tion is money that will ultimately go
down the drain, because these build-
ings were never good office accommoda-
tion which could be efficiently run and
efficiently administered.

The Government has a real problem on
its hands to improve the lot of these
people; and, going further, of improving
the lot of the people in the Treasury
buildings and in other Government build-
ings in and around Perth. There are
many ways of getting out of this problem
without crying all the time, "It is cash
that is holding us up from doing what
we ought to do in this regard."

The Leader of the opposition gave us
quite an exposition on what he would do
to improve the unemployment position in
this State. He would bring in more mi-
grants who, he says, would need more
bospitalisation; and more industry would
need to be set up to look after their needs
However. I might remind the hon. gentle-
man of the fact that during the unemploy-
ment crisis over the last few Years, before
the Government saw fit to provide a social
service benefit from its funds, it fell to the
lot of the Labour Party to organise some
relief. I did not notice any particular sup-
port of that relief by the liberal Party.

It is true that there were some hon.
members on the cross-benches who were
concerned at the time, and they did sub-
scribe to funds being made available. In
general, it met with a very poor response
from those people in the community who,
possibly, could have afforded to assist
these unfortunates who, in many Instances,
were new Australians and migrants and
were brought Into this country with very
little finance at their disposal. They found
themselves without work and had no
money,

Mr. Court: The fund you are referring
to was made highly political from the
start.

Mr. JAMIESON: It almost completely
absorbed our political funds! That is
what comes of being a little bit generous
to the populace. I know the position,
because I had a part in the administra-
tion of the fund and was one of the
trustees. Some big businesses in the town
were quite generous, but others were not
so. If we bring migrants here, surely
to goodness, from a humanitarian point
of view, we must be sure there are Jobs
they can fill; otherwise it is better to
leave them in their own country where they
have some kind of employment and friends
and are able to survive.

When one approaches the employment
office to find out what is going on one
is told. "We are sorry. We know the
particulars of this person and hie is on
our books. We know he is genuine, but
we have others who can speak English:
and when we send a man to a job we have
to send the best man available." The poor
devil who is unfortunate enough not to
be able to speak good English and who has
come to this country in good faith, is
always placed at the end of the queue.
Finally, he gets very browned off; and I
do not blame him for getting browned
off. To talk about bringing in more
migrants under these circumstances is
absolute rubbish!

Mr. Court: I do not think the Leader of
the Opposition suggested they be brought
in under those circumstances.

Mr. JAMIESON: He suggested if they
were brought here we would need more
hospitals and more goods. etc., and that
would improve the Productive capacity of
this State and the migrants would thereby
be absorbed in employment. To my mind,
that is working backwards. I do not know
how the Leader of the Opposition works it
out; I cannot.

Mr. court: His reasoning was basically
sound.

Mr. Hawke: Basically not sound.

Mr. JAMIESON': The Leader of the
Opposition talked about foreign affairs.
However, in all of the State Houses of
Parliament in the Commonwealth, there
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is very little scope for foreign affairs, be-
cause in no way do we control foreign
policy. However, I would say it Is an
important part of world affairs and vie
should take an interest, even though
it be only small.

To assume the belief that the people
in Red China are not getting a better
deal than they did under previous Gov-
ernments, is to do the old ostrich trick
of shoving one's head in the sand. For
many years the people there have lived
under appalling conditions, and whether it
be Chamberlain or the clergy who from
time to time visit China; or whether it
be Kirwan Ward or anybody else that
may go there, strangely enough they
all follow the same pattern when writing
on this subject: that the Government
there-as distant as it is, and as little as
we know about it-is trying to do some-
thing for the people of that country.
Whether it be a Communist Government
or whether it be'any other "1st," is surely
for the determination of the people of that
country. We have enough trouble in this
country trying to run our own affairs and
trying to keep, our economy stable.

If we could engage in trade with many
of these Asiatic countries--as I have ad-
vocated for many years--we would have
a full and real market for our products.
It has been said that China is Dot as big
as Australia, although it has 800,000,000
People to feed and clothe; and to effect
an improvement in the standard of living
of those people Is a job which is beyond
the capacity of a country of that size.
The same problem exists throughout the
countries down to the Indonesian republic,
and our other near overseas neighbours
where it is difficult. to keep millions of
the populace. We must remember that
they are human beings and are entitled
to their place in this world.

We are not going to get very far as a
democracy if all we do is count the pounds,
shillings and pence every 30th June when
we are obliged to nill in taxation returns,
and then later on growl about the taxation
we have to pay. We wiil have to have some
thought for the plight of people in other
countries. Unfortunately, the Australian
populace has been completely spoilt in its
outlook, because of good government,
whether it be Liberal or Labour. Because
of this Australians are, In effect, com-
pletely spoilt in their outlook on foreign
affairs. There is probably only about one-
tenth of the populace which has any real
appreciation of the requirements of people
other than those In the immediate vicinity
of where they are living.

I have a little sympathy with the hon.
member for Kimberley in his request that
more consideration be given to road works
in the North-West of this State. The
funds available are expended to the best

of the ability of the administration, but I
think a programme covering a number of
years should be established and put clearly
before the public. if there was a plan for
a bitumen road to Wyndham, for Instance,
the people would be entitled to ask why,
if it were not completed on time.

it is only by setting up a schedule that
we will really accomplish anything in the
way of big works. That is illustrated by
the Narrows bridge, where a contract time
was set: and although difficulties have
been encountered and have been explained
to this Chamber, difficulties necessitating
an extension of the time, we know what
is going on and when the work Is likely
to be finished. That is a worth-while pro-
gramme and one that the people appre-
ciate, If the residents of the North were
told that within a certain term of years
they would have a bitumen road to Wynd-
ham, that would be a worth-while proposi-
tion for any Government to undertake,
and the people of that part of the State
would have something to look forward to.

The Government should endeavour to
meet the requirements of residents of the
outback and make communications and
other Problems easier for them. Mention
was made by members opposite of what
happened on Saturday, the 22nd November:
but I would Point out that the Labour
Party has taken quite a few defeats in its
time and, fortunately for the people of
Australia, it has always had the courage
of its convictions and has been able to
return and regain the Government of the
country, as will happen again in due course.
Apparently the people are not at present
in a frame of mind to appreciate the policy
of the A.L.P., but there Is no reason to
suppose that that will be the position in
ten years' time.

For the present, the people have spoken
in this democratic country: and, as the
ballot box is something that should never
be interfered with. I would say that the
people have now the government they have
asked for and, if it does not suit them,
they will know what to do next time. At
all events, Labour will not deviate from its
principles on account of defeat, as they
are Principles deep-seated in the workers'
movements in Australia. Whether it is the
stigma of communism or of any other
"ism" which is unfairly placed on Labour
members from time to time-

Mr. Roberts: Is not socialism one part
of your platform?

Mr. JAMIESON: Of course it is.
Mr. wild: Would it be the stigma of

of Dr. Evatt that has been responsible?
Mr. JAMIESON: No. If Mr. Ward were

the leader tomorrow he would be the arch
villain, just as Dr. Evatt is today. It is
simply because they lead a socialistic party
and are not liked by those who control
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the Press and other mediums of adver-
tising which inform the public of what
is going on. I would remind members op-
posite, who are So smug on this issue, that
Labour has been required to govern fed-
erally on three occasions, each of which
has been a time of national crisis, with
the exception of short terms on other
occasions that are hardly worth mention-
ing. On those occasions when Labour has
governed It has proved to be as capable in
administration as anything members oppo-
site could boast of when they were in
charge of the Treasury benches.

Mr. Brand: What were the three occa-
sions?

Mr. JAMIESON: In the time of the
first World War, in the depression years,
and during the second World War.

Mr. Brand: You got dumped in the de-
pression.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, because Labour
went in to clean up a hell of a mess which
the other side had left. All Governments,
irrespective of political colour, got dumped
at that time-whether State or Federal-
because the people were looking for some-
body to get them out of the troubles of
the day.

Mr. Brand: Was that why Sir James
Mitchell was voted In here?

Mr. Tonkin: He was voted in to provide
work for all.

Mr. JAMIESON: The point is that each
was an occasion of national emergency;,
and I have no doubt that when another
national emergency arises the people will
know to which party to turn to look after
their wants in time of need, Strangely
enough, in these times, the stigmas which
are placed on the Labour Party are always
something like socialism, which has now
lost its appeal and has been replaced by
communism. I understand that in the days
before it was interested in Politics it was
the socialist tiger which was said to be
waiting to spring on to anyone who sup-
ported a Labour candidate.

Later, during the depression, when the
Scullin Government was in power, no-one
took much notice of the inferences that
were drawn, and they were prepared to
change the Government as quickly as pos-
sible, no matter what its political colour.
In the time of the depression and the
second World War it became difficult
for the iberal -Nationalists or Tory forces
to raise those cries, and during the second
World War they were in the unfortunate
position of being allied to Russia, the
home of the communist doctrine. That
made it difficult for them to find a way of
frightening the public away from record-
ing votes in favour of the Labour Party.
When conditions are right again, 1 have
no doubt that we will find that the prin-
ciples of Labour will again be appreciated.

When that occurs I am convinced that
the people of this country will return a
Labour Government and the Leader of the
Opposition will still be nodding his head
and wondering what has happened.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the general debate.

Votes and items discussed as follows:-
Vet es--Legislative Assembly, £12,704;,

Joint House Committee, £E23,825; Joint
Printing Committee, £25,120; Joint Library
Committee, £575; Premier's Department,
£51,887;1 Treasury, £E154,050; Governor's
Establihment, £E20,630; Executive Council,
£5-put and passed.

Vote-London Agency. £38,585:
Mr. NALDER: During the week-end I

met some people who have iust returned
from England and their comment on the
offices in London was not of the best.
They said that they were both working;
and that on a number of occasions when
they visited London to collect mail ad-
dressed to them, they found the offices
always closed on Saturday mornings,
which caused them considerable incon-
venience. Seeing that Australia House
was always open, they saw no reason why
one or two officers could not be made
available for a short period on Saturday
morning in this office; and I think that
point might be given consideration.

Vote put and Passed.

Vote-Public Service Commissioner,
£E22,786:

Mr. COURT: Under the details of the
staff this item shows an increase in the
number of clerks and in the estimated
expenditure. Could the Treasurer indi-
cate whether it is a change of policy with-
in that department which has necessitated
the increase in staff and the heavy in-
crease in the financial commitment for
that section?

Mr. HAWKE: The note I have indicates
that this covers provision for the addi-
tional activity arising from the reclassi-
fication of the whole of the Public Ser-
vice which is proceeding at present. The
Public Service Commissioner requires ad-
ditional clerical staff to enable the reclas-
sification to proceed and be completed
within the required period. This is only
temporary.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Government Motor Car Service,
£10,955; Audit, £C78,380; Compassionate
Allowances, etc., £500; Government Stores,
£119,423; Taxation, £50,000; Superannua-
tion Board, 914150-put and passed.
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Vote-Printing, £462,480: in the Central Government Buildings is

Mr. COURT: This department is showing
considerable increase in its expenditure,
and no doubt part of it is due to the in-
creased activities in which it has been
engaged. However, the query I have deals
with Item No. 2 under heading of "Con-
tingencies." The estimate on this item for
this year is £228,000 as against an actual
expenditure last year of £217,271. I would
like sonme specific information in reference
.to machinery. Can the Premier tell us
whether that refers to the purchase of
capital equipment in the form of printn
and similar machines; and, If so, what pro-
portion of the £228,000 for this year and
the £217,000 for last year Is made up of
such capital equipment as distinct from
ordinary expendable items?

Mr. HAWKE: The information I have is
that additional Provision has been made,
firstly, to cover the cost of transferring
from the old Government Printing Office
those machines that are required in the
new building at Subiaco and the necessary
replacement of machinery brought about
by the transfer. The other note I have on
the item is that the additional provision-
and this is under the heading of "Inci-
dentals"-is required for Increased cost for
postages, water and other items in the new
printing office at Sublaco as compared
with the cost of these items in the old
printing office in the city.

Mr. COURT: Cannot the Treasurer give
us more specific information on the break-
up of the item of £:228,000? He has re-
ferred to the transfer costs part of which
would be ordinarily regarded as capital,
but he has also referred to replacement
machines. Can he give us the value of
those machines?

Mr. HAWKE: The explanatory note I
have on this point is that the increase of
£10,700 approximately has been brought
about by the necessity to make provision
to cover the cost of transferring the
machines from the old printing office in
the city to the new printing office at
Subiaco, including the cost of replacing
machinery. Presumably some of the mach-
inery in the old building would not stand
up to shifting because of age, and therefore
it became necessary to replace some of
it by Purchasing new machines for
installation in the new printing office.
Should the hon. member desire any further
detailed information I would be pleased to
obtain it for him.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Miscellaneous Services, £3,777,979:

Item, Telephone Switchboard-.Central
Governent Buildings, £10,200.

Mr. ROBERTS: Can the Premier give an
indication as to why the increase in the
expenditure on the telephone switchboard

£6,103? Last Year the estimate was £6,900
and the expenditure £4,097.

Mr. HAWKE: The Information that I
have is that the Item as a whole covers the
salaries of operators, renewal of equipment,
and payment of outward calls. Also, pro-
vision is made an some accounts for 18
months' rent and calls.

Item, Basic Wage and Marginal Adjust-
ment Increases, £315,000.

Mr. COURT: This applies to basic wage
and marginal adjustment increases for
which the vote last year was E190,000, but
the expenditure is shown as nil. I take it
the reason for that is that there is an allo-
cation to the department subsequent to the
vote. The main query I have is in con-
nection with the estimate of £316,000 for
1958-59. We have now had two effective
quarters of this financial year so far as
basic wage adjustments are concerned and
there will be two mare effective quarters so
far as the cash incidence of this financial
period is concerned. Is the Premier satis-
fled that £315,000 will be adequate for the
full financial year having regard to the
effect of the two basic wage announcements
which have already been made?

Also, could he indicate what basic wage
increase per week has been used as the
basis for the estimate of £315,000 for the
year?

Mr. HAWKE: In the first place it is
difficult to say whether one is absolutely
satisfied that the amount estimated
may be adequate to meet the total Increases
that might be brought about during the
year as a result of basic wage adjustments.
One can only guess in regard to the two
remaining quarters. It could happen, and
possibly we would all hope it will happen
that, with the next two quarters, there
may be reductions in the basic wage rather
than increases. It is hard to know exactly.
or even approximately, what might happen
in the movement of the cost of living
during the current quarter and the
January-March quarter.

I do not know for sure what effect the
fall in the price of wool will have on the
price of meat, for instance. One would
think that with the heavy fall in the price
of wool there would be a reduction in the
price of meat; but unfortunately, so far as
its sale to the consumers is concerned, meat
appears to be a commodity in which there
is never a reduction in Price no matter
what price the farmers obtain for their
sheep or cattle.

So it can be said quite freely that this
estimate of E315,000 is only an estimate,
because no-one can say with any certainty
what will happen to the cost of living
during the current quarter and the
January-March quarter next year.
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I am not in a position to give the
hon. member for Nedlands the informa-
tion that he asked on the amount of
weekly increases in the basic wage up-on which the estimate of £315,000 has
been based. As a matter of fact, any
weekly figure might prove misleading
finally, because it could be based only
on actual increases in the basic wage
which had already taken place this finan-
cial year before this estimate was drawn.
After that it would have to be based on
guesswork, as to what would happen in
succeeding quarters.

Mr. COURT: I appreciate that any
estimate is just an estimate, and the
persons who make it use certain data to
arrive at that estimate. But some yard-
stick must have been used in arriving at
the figure of £315,000. They might
have estimated that the announce-
ment arising from the June 1958 quar-
ter, the September 1958 quarter, the
December 1958 quarter, and the March
1959 quarter would provide a total increase
of 10s. per week. They would not arrive
at £315,000 by chance. Can the Treasurer
indicate whether this represents 5s. a week?
I would also like the Treasurer to tell me
tonight, if possible, the amount of the
£315,000 that has been used up as a result
of announcements that have been made
since the financial year began on the 1st
July, 1958. That is the positive figure that
Is known. This will indicate what is left
for the balance of the financial year.

Mr. HAWKCE: I am not in a position to
provide the Information sought by the hon.
member for Nedlands, but I will have
inquiries made to see how much additional
information can be made available.

Item, Minister for Metropolitan Traffic-
Office Expenses, £2,100.

Mr. ROBERTS: Can the Treasurer
explain what the actual office expenses
involved are?

Mr. HAWKE: This provides for costs
associated with the office of Minister
in charge of traffic in the metro-
politan area. I should think they
would cover the salary of the liaison
officer who would operate between
the Minister's own office and the Transport
Board in the one instance, and the traffic
police in the metropolitan area in the
other; together with incidental expenses
necessary to meet the activities of the
Minister in charge of traffic.

Item, Boy Scouts' Association, £300.

Mr. BRAND: The vote for the Boy
Scouts' Association last year was £100, and
the expenditure was £300. I assume the
Premier has been approached for a subsidy
for the association, and that the intention
of the Government is to allow a further
£300 this year. Is that paid to the central

Organisation of the boy scouts, Or the-
governing body of the Boys Scouts' Asso-
ciation?

Mr. Hawke: It is at the discretion of the
central authority as to how the money is
used.

Mr. BRAND: I would like to pay a tri-
bute to this association. I do not know
whether we recognise its importance. The
Police Boys' Club, and the Citizen Boys'
Club, receive worth-while assistance from.
the Government, and they are doing an
excellent Job; but I think the Boy Scouts'
Association is worthy of further help and
encouragement, particularly its central
and governing body. I would like to know
whether it has approached the Govern-
ment for further assistance, or whether
an approach has been made to help it
with the extension of its Organisation or
not.

Mr. HAWKE: No advance has been
made since the Government made the
decision to increase the amount from £000
to £300 a year.

Item, Girl Guides' Association, £500.
Mr. ROBERTS: I take it that the same

remarks apply to this item as apply to
item No. 5.

Mr. Hawke: Yes.

Item, Historical Society, £C50.
Sir ROSS McLARTY: I think the

Premier knows the valuable work that
is being done by this society. No
other Organisation is doing the same
type of work. Fifty pounds is a
small amount to provide for work
which is of great value to the State. The
Historical Society collects all the informa-
tion it can. This is tabulated, and becomes
the property of the State to a great ex-
tent. A good deal of travelling is en-
tailed in order to collect this information;
and perhaps a free railway pass, when
needed, could be provided to enable mem-
bers of the society to travel on legitimate
work. As hon. members know, it is
expensive to travel through a State like
Western Australia to collate information.

There are a few Pioneers left who were
here in the early days--before the days of
railways and aeroplanes-and they would
have interesting and true stories to tell
of the early development of the State.
That information should be obtained be-
fore it is too late. I do not suggest the
handing out of large sums of money; nor
do I suggest that railway passes be given
to people to use indiscriminately. They
could be supplied by the Premier, or some
departmental head, for work of import-
ance to the State. The sum of £50 is very
small indeed.* Very little worth-while work
can be carried out by the society with such
a small amount.

Mr. WILD: An allocation of £50 is
insufficient for the great work done by
the Historical Society. As one who has
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been in this country for some 35 years.
I take a tremendous interest in its early
history, seeing that I represent a district
that can lay claim to early settlement in
this State.

It was my duty to find out about the
early inhabitants in Kelmscott and in the
Murray district, where there was a fight
with the natives in the earlier part of the
19th century. It is very difficult to pin-
-point what happened in the early days.
Unfortunately most of the earlier citizens
have passed away. About 10 or 11 years
ago, when the late Dr. Battye was alive,
I had occasion to see him at the Public
Library to find out about the early history
of the Church of England in Kelmseott.
'For years he had been associated with the
Historical Society, but even he had diffi-
culty in supplying the information I
wanted.

The Historical Society concerns Itself
with the history of Western Australia.
Anything we can do to further its work
will be in the interests of the State, in-
celuding the early history of the Ooldfields.
It seems that £50 is a small donation.

Mr. ROBERTS: I want to bring forward
the tourist aspect of the Historical So-
ciety. That society is doing a good
job in preserving a number of places
of historical value in the country
districts and the metropolitan area. We
have witness of that on the walls of the
-corridor at Parliament House. The paint-
ing of the old dwellings and buildings
create a considerable interest. I urge that
greater consideration be given to the
donation to the Historical Society.

Mr. HAWKE: I understand this society
receives a good deal of support from some
members of the public, and therefore does
not require as much Government assist-
ance as may be thought to be necessary.
I have no doubt the society can spend
more money; I have not yet found a society
which could not. Should the society make
an approach at any time for a free rail
pass to enable an officer of that society
to travel on a worth-while project, I would
be prepared to give sympathetic con-
sideration.

Progress reported.

BILLS (4)-RETURNED.
1, Unfair Trading and Profit Control

Act Amendment.
With amendments.

2. Rents and Tenancies Emergency
Provisions Act Continuance.

3. City of Perth Scheme for Super-
annuation (Amendments Authorisa-
tion).

4, Child Welfare Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

LOCAL COURTS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

House adjourned at 11.58 p.m.,

Iiikgintatinr (fuunl
Wednesday, the 3rd December, 1958.
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